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LETTER the Firſt. 


Nin s r AN H o 7 2, Kb 35 
- Mis. C O N W A 8 N 
1 Harriot, it is at laſt 

determined ; I have agreed 


to ſpend the winter with mY 
aunt. 
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— ſ ” N mu _ — 4 A; 4 0 — #- „ K 1 - cadet « n n * oy 4 1 ; # 14 . 
No reſiſting: ſo unexpected, ſo 
wa 1 . þ q 7 „ e k * , 3” - 


. an invitation. 


# 9 4 
* . %.. a kk... as 


Extraordinary, J call it, be- 
cauſe I cannot, with all my ſa- 
gacity, account for this piece of 
civility. I am poſitive. neither 
Charles nor myſelf were ever 
very. high in her good ene 
while my uncle lived, —She feared 

us.—We were pretenders to- her 
crown and dignity. Thoſe pre- 
tenſions, however well founded, or 
rather, however juſt, for well 
founded they have not been, are 


no longer of any importance. She 


has play'd her cards to a mira- 
cle. Her fair daughter and her 
mw now figure away at our coſt. 
6 Bat, 


8 


But, peace be to them, the good 
man had a right to diſpoſe of 
his own as he thought Pfoper 3 
the only wonder is how; he-could 
ever bring himſelf to think the 
manner in which he has diſpoſed 
of it was the proper one: he 
was the only one of our whole 
generation that looked upon the 
affair in that favourable light. 
But, as I {aid before, peace be to 
th all. Charles is of opinion 
I ought to accept their offered 
ee and e is my 5 


7 ſhall fer off fraught. with am- 
bition, determined to captivate by 
my amazing attractions half a 
Ugndaed at leaſt of the very firſt: 
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4 Love AT FIRST SICHT. 


rate beaux in London. A very 
laudable deſign, I hope you'll 
grant ; yet, laudable as it 1s, do 
you know, Harriot, I had very 
near been prevailed x. ved to 1 ad 
It 299 R mag 


Poſitively, r leave of old 
friends is the moſt horrid thing 
in life; the tenderneſs of theſe 
good folks deſtroys me. Then, 
to mend the matter, they have 
taken it into their heads, that on 
my ſmiles depends the whole fu- 
ture happineſs of their ſon.— 
Lord! bleſs me, Harriot, can 1 
poſſibly help it, if it is really 
true. He is amiable, exceed - 
ingly amiable; nor is he leſs hand- 

— * ſome; 


* 2 - 
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purpoſe; inclination is not to be 
forced: my abſence will, I truſt, 
reſtore his peace. for his ſake 


J ſhall bid them, perhaps, a laſt 
| adieu.——T had no ſooner declared 
this to be my reſolution, than 
haſtily quitting the room, he 
mounted his horſe, and rode off. 
He is a good creature, and I wiſh 
him happy. — never ſhall I forget 
his parting looks. —— Ah! Har- 
riot, I may never perhaps make ſo 
worthy a conqueſt in that world 
of gaiety and diſfipation to which 


ſo much eagerneſs, — but what ſays 
my heart, did I love him, could 
| | * 3 


ſome :— but what is this to the 


I am nevertheleſs haſtening with 


* 


F 'ought to go then. To- morrow 


6. Lovz Ar FIRST S1GuT. 


I, as he with'd, return his paſſion ? 


Did 1 entertain any other ſenti- 
ments for him than thoſe I feel | 
for my brother Charles ?—No,— 


poſſitively no. Let me go d 
my heart and hand, if ever they 


are diſpoſed of, muſt go together. 


either, I am. terribly afraid, 


could I contentedly fit down for 
life with a fortune ſo moderate 


as that he is maſter of. I have 5 
. daſh of pride, of ambition in 


my nature, which promipts me to 
indulge higher views. Had he 


found means to touch my heart 


indeed, the caſe would have been 
different. Aloe, and a cottage 
might do, but a cottage and no 
lere Ah! my ſtars, defend me- 
8 k! „ from 


Love AT FIRST SIGHT. 7 


from the © deplorable | idea, —-In 
ſhort, Harriot, my promiſe i is given, 
and I will not give them ſuch a 
proof of my caprice as to recall 
it, —Farewell then for a while, 
my agreeable, chearful, country 
friends, —I leave your friendly ſo- 
ciety for the inſignificant, un- 
meaning chat of the Beau monde, 
*tis more than poſſible I ſhall ere 
many months enſue, ſigh for the 
pleaſing tranquility I am now go- 
ing to quit, not without ſome re- 
Bret. 1 W 
Miss Dante has at laſt fix'd 
her day of days; that over, the, 
with her lord and maſter follows 
me to town, there to figure en 
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bride a A; felicity,—I am 5 
lighted with her reſolution, for 
1 ſtill retain ſo much of ruſtic 
Gmplicity as to prefer old friends 


to new ones. You, conſequently, 


muſt ever hold the firſt place in 
my heart, the female department 
of it I mean; who is deſtined 
to. fill the other corner, I do not 


at preſent know but i in London. 


it cannot, I fancy, very long con- 
tinue without a tenant. Adieu; 


my next will be from Pall-Mall, 


the reſidence of my aunt. 
| Yours, 


CAROLINE STANHOPE.. 


2 LET- 
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LE TT ER che Second. 


. 3 From the INE to the ſame: | | 
ITH a moſt. delightful 
view from my window.— 
1 ſit down to fulfill my promiſe; 
not indeed ſo ſoon as I in- : 


tended,—that: I found was im- 
poſſible, - we have no leiſure here 
for ſcribbling,—out time is filled 
up with far more important oc- 

DS. cupa⸗- 
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cupations.— 
the Pantheon, and ten thouſand 


other delightful ſcenes, render tlie 


thing impoſſible. - Should I now 


and then ſteal an hour to honour 
you with a few lines, I expect 


you are to ſet a double value on 
them; tis not now as in thoſe 
days of rural felicity, when writing 


to my friend was one of my moſt 
pleaſing amuſements.— Do you 
look upon my head to be already 


turn'd, and conſequently are in- 
clin d to aſſure me my correſpond- 


ence will no longer be ſo won- 
detouſly coveted as my vanity ſeems 


to imagine. Well then, my 


dear, to eaſe your heart in this 


particular, I will condeſcend-to in- 
| | form 


— 


ä Plays, routs, Soho, , 
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foim you, that thoogh:' tis true 
my time, if the life I lead at pre- 
ſent is to continue, is fully em 
ployed, yet depend upon it I will 
find an hour or two every poſt 
to tell you what I am doing. 


My reception was fuch as I ex- 
peed, much ceremony, not one 
grain of ſincerity ; but as long as 
her ladyſhip is inclin'd to wear 
the maſk of friendſhip, ſo long! 
ſhall moſt certainly pay her the 
compliment to believe it her na- 
tural face. 


My couſin, as I have been ac- 
cuſtomed to call the damſel, though 
by the way no relation on earth 

| 9 10 
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to me, was out when I arrived 3 
her ladyſhip therefore took the 
trouble to ſhew me the houſe, 
and to allot, me my apartment, 
which is not only perfectly com- 
modious, but, as, I obſerved be- 
fore, extremely pleaſant,. Twas 
not till the next morning at break 
faſt I ſaw mademoiſelle.—I was 
_ fatigued with my journey, and 
Went early te bed.—She was at: 
the Pantheon, conſequently could 
not be fatigued, and did not re- 
| turn home till I was deeply en- 
f I gaged in dreaming of the agreea- 
1 ble friends I had left. When we 
. met, my aunt introduced me to 
i" her well grown daughter, who I 
1 thought. eyed. me with no great 
47 | a 
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- eordiality : however, our firſt meet- 
ing paſſed off tolerably. She was: 
aſtoniſhed how any rational being- 
could poſſibly exiſt a twelvemonth: 
together in the joyleſs country. 
raved about the dear, delightful 
variety of amuſements abounding 
in London, — was in raptures with 
her laſt nights party, —and i in fine, 
for a girl educated in a convent, 
played off the airs of a fine lady 
with tolerable ſucceſs. Yet I could: 
perceive much of this ſeeming 
tranſport was intended to excite in 
me a proper idea of her taſte and 
ſpirit; for, Lord, help her ſilly 
head, the has not the capacity to 
be my Glighted with any thing; 
—_— 


_ 


— — nd 
ll 3 — PLE 
EC — in ———— rT nec —  — — 
2 q . 
* 4 6 — 
4 * 
o 
\ 


— 
— 


—— * — — 
D 3 5 s 


OSS — 5 OO CC 1 


9 — — 


— 
— 

— . — 

— . 


— 
— — = 
33 


— — oo ee nes 


wow +" I 
ry Tr SIP 
———— 


—— — - 
2 8 
— 


— — : 


P 8 


T 
2 22 LE OT 209050 rr — 
2 2 : 
* n Pt — — 
7. 


—— — — 


— — — 


ALES fn Es ori. 7 ans 


4 ut te 
: . 


14 Love AT FIRST Stnr. 


but to appear happy in the eyes 
of others is the point ſhe ſeems 
to have in view. Nor is ſhe in 


this ſingular, tis the caſe with at 


leaſt one half of the world to be 
really happy and delighted with 
the occurrences of life is no very 
eaſy matter, they are not in ge- 
neral calculated to anſwer this no- 
ble purpofe, but if we th de“ 
ceive each other, — be perpetually 
in high ſpirits,—excite a degree of 
envy in our neighbours, tis enough. 


In fine, the purſues what the world 


calls pleaſure with the utmoſt eager- 


neſs, receives no true ſatisfaction, 


yet has no reſource; her mind be- 
ing a e blank. Such is my 
couſin 


_ 


| Love AT FIRST SIGHT. 15 


couſin Kate's internal qualities, — 
for the external, ſhe is tall, thin 
to exceſs. not a very bad face, 
could ſhe contrive to ſmile now 
and then, by way of variety 
but this I have not yet been able 
to teach her, either by precept or 
| example. TI preſume ſhe fancies 
a frown gives an air of dignity to 
her features. After this picture of 
the damſel you will agree with 
me that ſhe is not the kind of 
being I would recommend to 
Charles for a wife. Heaven for- 
bid my ſtars! What a compa- 
nion for life. 


We had laſt night a moſt bril- 
liant rout. I am no great friend 
to 
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to cards, yet "confeſs I. think they 
Have their uſe, if people will not 
be content with. the ſociety of a. 
few well choſen cede... but muſt 


at all events have every corner of 


their houſe filled with no matter 
who or what, provided they dreſs, 


and loſe their money with a good, 


grace.— Why, really, my dear, in 
that caſe cards are the only things 
in the world, for who do you 
think would take upon them to- 


entertain ſuch a circle during a 
whole evening with converſation,. 


when perhaps one half of them, 


moderately ſpeaking, are no farther: 


qualified to bear a part in it than 


juſt to utter, yes, or no. Sup- 


poſing it to turn upon any ſub- 
| je& 


Love AT FIRST SIGHT, | 7 


jet beyond hs importance of a 
new Cap,. or the weather, where 


this happens to be the caſe, I 


am for cards, by all means ; 
ſince if perchance there ſhould be 
in this medley of mortals. one: 
or two of ſuperior underſtand- 
ing, they will ſoon diſcover each 
other, and may form ans agreea- 
ble chatting party by themſelves ; 
While the reſt ſquable over ſpa- 
dille, manillo and Baſto : this, for- 
tunately for me, was the caſe laſt, 
night. Kitty is a perfect Hoyle, 
and is miſtreſs of all the faſhion- 


f able phraſes of a. card table. — 


She was ſoon deeply engaged. 
though I obſerved the ſeemed to 
caſt her eyes about in ſearch of 
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13 Love AT FIRST SICH. 


ſomething to render her party more 
complete. Fi declined playing that 


I might at leiſure take a ſurvey" 


of the company . there were many 
tolerable figures both male and 
female, but” none that made any 
violent impreſſion on me z—not ſo 
my couſin, —ſhe had juſt played a 
vole, when. entered” Sir James 
Courtney, —y oung, handfome, and 


agreeably chatty. e the firſt 


glance of the fair one's eye I fa 
into the bottom of her heart,. 
this is the man thought 1, whom 
to behold with any degree of par- 
tiality would 11 deemed High! trea- 
ſon. "Os 


„% How 


Love. AT FIRST SIGHT. Tg 


« Flow could you make it ſo 
late,” cry'd ſhe, with an affected 
languiſh, and toſs of the head, 
« do you remember the hour 
«« you politively promiſed to be 
6 here. of 


IS happened to be leaning over 
the back of her chair. | 


A new face has. over. foul at- 
tractions, if tolerable; y= have 
ſeen mine. | 


„Upon my honour, I beg you 
« ten thouſand pardons,” reply'd 
he, taking out his watch, I 
« believe it is rather paſt the 

8 « time ; 
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A time; but you 8 my dear 


„Madam, I am a thoughtleſs 


1 fellow, and will I hope on that: 
account forgive my inatten- 
2 tion.“ | | 

. this ſpeech, which 
ſeem d to be uttered at random, 
he was with looks. of the utmoſt. 
complacency eyeing your humble 
ſervant. 

Kitty R but too- muck: 
of that inattention, he charged. 
himſelf with, caſt her eyes around: 
to diſcover what had. ſo wholly 
engroſſed him ;——but, had you: 
ſeen the 8 that inſtantly 1 took. 
Wo Place 
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place in hes countenance, when 
ſhe found it was to me thoſe 
looks were ditected, which the 
fo en wiſh'd to confine to 
herſelf. Had it been poſſible 
the glance ſhe darted ſhould have 
carried inſtant death. She no 
longer knew a ſingle card, — 
played Manille for Baſto, and Baſto 
for .Spadille,——never were poor 
Matadores jumbled into ſuch con- 
fuſion.— I, not unconſcious of 
the miſchief I had wrought, ſtood 
with moſt aggravating compoſure, 
| ——liſtening to a thouſand ſoft 
ſpeeches, which the hero of my 
tale uttered ' with no bad grace; 
I was wicked enough to en- 
=” Joy 


eee... BIA Ron __— 
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joy her mortification, and as I 
fore ſaw ſhe would quit the card 
table, the moment the pool was 
out, in order to put an end to a 
tete à téte which ſhe beheld with 
ſo much indignation, I agreed, at 
Sir James's requeſt, to make out 
a party at another table, where 
two were wanting.—I own, Har- 
riot, it was a wicked trick, but 
why ſhould the fimpleton ſet her 
fooliſh heart on. a wretch, who 
has not ſenſe enough to diſtin- 
guiſh her attractions? Was it not 
kind by this agreeable means to 
open her eyes, and thereby re- 
ſtore her to freedom, that ſhe 


might ſeek out a more diſcerning 
object 


— 
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object? No doubt of it, taking 
the affair in that light. you fee it 
Was not ſo very, very bad, as I 
at firſt, from great goodneſs of 
heart, was inclined to believe it. 
This was too much, — her 
fan was in a moment to:n to 
tatters, ſo violent were her emo- 
tions. Had ſhe but laid the 
blame on her Strephon alone, 
which in juſtice ſhe ought, and 
ſpared me thoſe malignant glances, 
I could almoſt have found in my 
heart to pity, her. When the 
company began to diſperſe, he 
join'd her, in order, I ſuppoſe, to 
make peace ; but, 'twas too 
Jate, not a ſmile on any terms. — 


—̊— ũ f — ——— ¶ ⅛ — EA A EPs U 9 — 
4 » 


wa — 


24 Love AT FIRST Srenr. 


He walk'd two or three turns 
about the room with her; and 
a8 they paſs'd me, bf * heard her 
pretty audibly ſay, in anſwer to 
A Ang of his, 


; ; | 


Who is ſhe! RE Sir Jane 
10 1 bardly know who ſhe IS, — 
por. do T think it can 5 
40 ſibly concern — 1 
know about her is, that my 
N „ ec mother tells me ſhe is a rela- 


F. wi tion, —has little or no fortune, 
's 4 whom ſhe has on that account 
= ES 

- invited to ſpend a few. months 
5 
| ; 40 > — : = £ 

4 % with her, — a thing you may 


ſup- | 


- 
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10 poſe miſs had no objection 
& to: now, Sir, 1 hope your 
„ wonderous curioſity is ſatis- 
Red.“ nn 
I heard no more; but this you 
may imagine, was enough to ſow 
everlaſting diſcord between us 
twainz and were it not that it 
would - gratify her ' utmoſt wiſh, 
I' would inſtantly leave her and 
her good mother to their own de- 
vices, without farther ceremony; 
but ſince I am here, and find it 
more than poſſible, I may ſpend the 
winter agreeably, why, here III 
ien . C ſtay 


A 
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ſtay, that's poz.——My poor cou- 
ſin, I am pretty confident, would 
rather wiſh me amuſing myſelf at 


any other place. From that 


moment you may ſuppoſe we have 


been on no very cordial footing, 


nor ever ſhall, though I affect to 


appear perfectly unconcern'd at her 


reality am ſo: ſince ſhe is too in- 


ſupercilious behaviour; 


ſignificant in my eyes to give 


me one moments pain. I have tis 
true been the innocent cauſe of 
a violent mortification ; but no real 


loſs I am poſitive, as the man 1 


am convinced never had a ſerious 


' thought 
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thought about her ; however ſhe 
may have flatter'd herſelf with the 
agreeable idea. gs 
A805 off for the Eſt 1 is a 
pretty decent epiſtle; but you are 
not always to expect ſuch long 
ones; it may be an age before I 
again meet with ſo animating a 
ſubject, of this however you are 
to take your chance. 
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LETTER the Third. 


HAVE 5 by mere accident 
- overheard. the moſt delightful 
dialogue you can poſſibly conceive, 
between my artful aunt and her 
ainiable. daughter. 1 will en- 


| deavour | to amuſe you with the 
| & -I _ - _ heads 
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heads. of it, that you may be able 
to form a more perfect idea of their 
| various excellencjes, than a all I have 
hitherto, ſaid of them could. poſlibly 
give. oe 


- 4 4 
ry * | * 
: „ 4 


| 1 1 gen to: apologize for my 
long filence, which you take fo 
violently amiſs. I thank you for 
your reproof, as I am perſuaded it 
always proceeds from friendſhip, 
fince tis certain the ſilence. of a 
perſon about whom we are to- 
tally indifferent will never give 
us much concern. But did 1 not 
tell you in a former letter, thas: 
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in this world of agrecable hurry 
and cvhfiifion, little time could be 
ſpared | fot” writing.” Vou forget, 


my dear, that &very hout I'devote 


to the employment is ſtolen from 
more important buſineſs. -Am 


T” 


J not ee creaturdb. 2: do V0 1 


ot 2318) OY rout eli ga! 


10 Jung to we aelcgable dia- 
logue. | *» | „ 33 THOV 
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We were u abe at the Pa 
theon; while I was drefling, my 
attention was caught by ' Kate's 
voice, which ſeemed to be unuſu- 
54 agitated, her "Ry room is 
| — 
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only ſeparated from mine by 4 
thin partition ;—a circumſtance ſhe 
in the heat of her N I 
1 had forgot. 


« But why,” cry'd ſhe, in an 
expoſtulating tone, © ſhould | ſhe 
© be drag'd with us forever? 
«+ Surely we might now and then 
„have a party, without being 
4 teazed with her imꝑertinent com- 
„ pany, Beſides, ſhe has ſuch 
* an intollerable forward way with 
e the fellows, that thoſe who ure: 
„ more diffident, and who treat 
* them with proper reſerve, have 


04 e no 
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e no chance of being taken the 
« ſmalleſt notice of, when fhe is 
< preſent Not that they care 
<« a pinch of ſnuff about her nei- 
ther but any thing that will 
4e talk and laugh, in ſhort, any 
« thing that can amuſe an idle 
« hour is all they expect from 
« ſuch flirts. 80, I repeat it 
<« again, if the is to be of the 
party Wed em I go 
* none.“ 

% How can you, my dear Kit- 
* ty, conceive it poſſible for me 
ta karhin her. Remember 
ON $8 = child, 
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“ child, upon what footing I gave 
« her the invitation, I now confeſs I 
on wiſh I had ſpared that piece of Cl- 
{*,vility , ſince I find her company is 
ſo diſagreeable to you but, tis 

ot too late, ſhe, is now here, and 
ce muſt for the ſake of my. cha» | 
„ racter be treated with that re- 
ſpect ſnhe is by her birth en- 

„ titled to; and would have been 
* by fortune alſo, had it not been 
* for her uncle's; kind partiality 

to me and mine. Conſider, 
« Kitty, by that partiality you en- 

« joy the fortune, which, but 
for that would undoubtedly 
C 5 have 


8 


* have been bend and her bro 
| «© thers. — You. know, my dear, 
« the world has already ſaid ill- 
« natured things of us, though 
« heaven knows how unjuſtly.— 
« Was it in nature to reject his 
4448 generoſity ?—ſclf-love is a paſ- 
« ſion too natural to be eaſily con- 
Gn quered. Let us endeavour 
4 to perſuade the world they have 
« injured us by their Ps ; 
« by treating this girl with, at 
« leaſt a ſhnew of ena 
« handſome,” — . yo HH 
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* Handſome Bt re-eccho'd/ Ca- 
therine, „ to be fure a - nn. 


44 NN for wear 2 Haan 


[4 
i. | 


2 Nax child, that is all. inen 

I mean ſome of the flighty young 

fellows think her fo : perhaps 
ſhe may by that beauty procure 
an advantageous alliance. 
should it ſo happen, I ſhall cer- 
* tainly have the merit of having 
been the promoter of her good 
fortune: on the contrary, ſhould' 
4 ſheby: that conduct, you ſo 
«© juſtly. cenſure, involve herſelf 
in any eriminal connection, we 


5 „ : may 
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* may with a good grace caſt her 
«off z— the world will then com- 
0 mend Sir Joſeph's diſcretion in 
40 leaving his fortune to thoſe: WhO 
_ « are more deſerving, though at 
4 preſent he is ſo r con- 
7 demned. | 


„ Oh! if that is all you wait 


for, take my word for it your 
4 patience' will not ſuffer any very 
« tedious trial.— If her flirtation 
4 does not bring her into ſome 
«| ſcrape,. I ſhalt: wonder theres 
Sir James Courtney, I am poſ- 
« ſitive means But what care 

* 15 | 6.6. J 


— 9 


— 


% J for either him or her,-Do 
« dear Madam, leave me, that I 
« may dreſs, —if I muſt be * 

* this odious . act 
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„ Here you e e | continued 
ſhe, addreſſing her abigail, „get 
« ſtaring in that ſtupid manner,, 
« as if mm HO ſtruck.” | 


Madam upon this I ſuppoſe lefe 
her, as I heard no more,—you'll 
perhaps think I heard enough to- 
ſatisfy any reaſonable curioſity. 


. T 74 
IF - * 4 
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Now, 
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Now, my dear, what do you 
think of my politic aunt, and her 
envious daughter.—If I get into any 
faſhionable ſcrape they can caſt me 

off with a good grace. —Harriot, 
there muſt be a very guilty con- | 
ſcience under all this; depend upon ü 
it the world has not caſt all theſe 
reflections for nothing. I am now | 
fully perſuaded my poor deluded: 
uncle has been governed with ab- 
folute ſway. Nay, I am not at 
all clear that the will ſhe is pleaſed: 
to call his, was ever ſeen by him. 
Such vile plans have ere now been. 
executed with ſucceſs; and the 
70 | Tos more 
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more I hear and ſee of this fa- 
8 mily, f the more F am perſuaded 
they are capable of any thing. 
however unjuſtifiable, likely to pro- 
mote their intereſt. I am: now 
determined to prolong my viſit, 
though 1 deſpiſe them moſt cor- 
| dially,——fince, who knows but 
chance may lead to a more am- 
ple diſcovery of what I ſo ſtrongly 
ſuſpect. In the mean time I look 
upon myſelf to be- infinitely: hap- 
pier than they can ever hope to 
be, with all their wealth have 
ſpirit to enjoy a fortune, had my 

wy n fit to give me one; 
. they 
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they: have the fortune, hut not 
the ſmalleſt idea in what manner 


to diſpoſe of it with taſte W hich 
has the better bargain: ?—1 ſay I 


think I have very conſidetably. 
for what a poor, fretful, peeviſh, 


ching is this girl, perpetually ſub- 


ject to mortifications, by entertain 


| ing the ridiculous idea, that be- 


cauſe ſhe is thus favoured by the 


blind goddeſs, ſhe is entitled to 
univerſal adoration.— Silly foul ! 


She has lately had pretty con- 


vincing proofs that a girl of ſenſe; 


education, and a competent ſhare 


of beauty, ig an object much more 
400 mel 
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likely to meet with that, though 
perhaps leſs likely to gain a huſ- 
band.—Vet what ſort of a huſband 
will this accompliſhed girl loſe— 
Why, my dear, ſuch a one as is 
not worth her having, —a crea- 
ture, who like themſelves, has not 
a fingle generous ſentiment in his; 
whole compoſition. —who would 
marry his great grandmother, 
were it not | judiciouſly forbid. 
could ſhe bring him a fortune ſuf- 
ficient to ſatisfy his unbounded 
avarice, tis theſe kind of huſb:znds 
alone, Harriot, to whom you and 
1 have no pretenſions; and to 

which. 


42 LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT. 
which my poor mean ſpirited cou- 
ſin can alone pretend, while the 
noble generous youth, who-ſcorns: 
to ſell his liberty for ſuch paultry 
traſh, is left for us to conquer by 
our engaging attractions, more en- 
gaging to ſuch than the wealth of 
both the Indies. The man who 
has the ſenſe to ſolicit my fair 
| hand, will give me the moſt con- 
vincing proof imaginable: that tis 
the perfections of my mind ' and- 
perſon he admires, and which he 
thinks ſufficient to enſure his fe- 
licity—on the contrary, when theſe 


I well portioned. 'damſels are called 
forth: 


/ 
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forth to Egure in the liſt of ma- 
trimony, a doubt muſt ever re- 
main | whether the attraction was! 


in them or their gold, —a doubt, 
which to a delicate mind maſt 


be dreadful. 
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Vous ſee, my dear, what! reaſom 
we have to be thankful. I hope: 
L have convinced you, as I have: 
clearly done myſelf, by this chain 
of reaſoning, that - whatever is; is 
beſt, # doctrine I have on ſome: 
former occaſions found 6 bitter to 
« ſwallow, and hard, hard of di- 
« geſtion.“ 

Ftp = A card 
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A card this moment from my 
friend Miſs Darnly, now Mrs. 
| Menill, to inform me | ſhe is ar- 
rived, and muſt poſitively ſee me 
this inſtant, as the wants my opi- 
nion of ten thouſand important 
matters. I muſt obey her ſum- 
mons, though- I intented to have 
made many judicious' remarks on 
the Pantheon, where I ſpent. a 
very agreeable evening, but the 
entertaining dialogue has taken 
up ſo unconſcionable. a ſhare of 
my paper, that I muſt defer them 
ta; ſome other opportunity. ien 
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Adieu; I go to ſee what figure 
my friend makes as a wife. | 


Yours, 


C. STANHOPE. 
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LETTER the Fourth. | 


1 


Dear Fanny, 


HAVE for ſome time been fo 
® horridly out of temper, that 
it was impoſſible for me either 


* 
2 . 0 to 
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to write or read; indeed I am ; 
not one bit better now as the 
fame odious cauſe remains, ind will 
remain, unleſs I can fall upon 
ſome ſcheme to. diſlodge her from 
her preſent | abode. — ou are 
amazed, nor can poſſibly conceive 4 
what I am talking about, - hy, 
how the deuce ſhould you, till 1 | 
think proper to explain myſelf, and 
tell you what has thus abomina- 
bly diſconcerted me. | 


1 wi ſcarce. patience to begin 
the mortifying taſk, but will at- 
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relief. | 


I told you an age ago, my 
mother talked of inviting a niece 


of | her late huſband's to ſpend. the 
winter with us.——I had never 
' ſeen the creature, and therefore 


made no objections, as one ſhould 


now and then do acts of charity, 


and as ſuch I was fool enough 
to look upon this but behold 


Inſtead of an object of that hum- 


ble nature, I vow I have hardly 


patience to mention her,—comes 
à fine conceited thing, flounced 


l Out 
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out at ſuch a rate, —fancies her- 
ſelf a beauty too,. my ſtars de- ; 
. fend me from ſuch beauties . 
Well, go where we will this coun- 
try couſin truly muſt be for ever 
dragged into the party,—In vain 
have I expoſtulated with my ridi- 
cCulous mother, Her character 
would ſuffer were ſhe to treat ſo 
near a relation of poor, dear, Sir 
Joſeph's with diſreſpect, —deuce 
take her character, ſay I, tnat ſne 
makes ſuch a fuſs about; tis 
a ſure ſign it won't bear a very 
ſtrict ſcrutiny but I know very 
little about either it or herſelf, — 
| Vox. I. 9 1 


. 


Friendſhip with you. 
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the yt care of that by keeping 
- cooped up amongſt a parcel of me 
frightful wiretches, far enough out 


of her. way, till the world eried 


out ſhame upon her. 


The only advantage I reaped from 


my baniſhment was db Nen a 


But what 


-Ggnifies my liberty, - if I am to be 


continually tormented with the 
preſence of this flirt. 


Vou know Sir James Courtney, 
I cannot bear to go on with the 


vile * know alſo the 


"uſes 
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hopes 1 had formed, and what de- 
gree of reaſon I had to indulge 
| them. Would you believe it.— 

ſo unaccountable is the taſte of 
© theſe male wretches,— fo eager 
their paſſion for any thing new, 
no | matter what, —in ſhort, from 
the hour he firſt ſet eyes on this 
pert, conceited thing, I have ſearce 
been treated with common civi- 
tity. 4:22! 


Is this to be Kone Fanny "BY 
Am 1 with my fortune, not to 
mention other- - attractions, to be 
* for this poor, inſignificant 
| Ds. crea- 


any very weighty. objections. 
Oh! heavens 1 could I but ſee 
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creature. I need not tell you, who 
know me pretty wel, that I will, 


or my wit ſhall ſtrangely fail me, 


play madam a trick for this mor- 
—-as for him, I am 


tification,— 
poſitive he does not in reality care 
a pinch of ſnuff for her,—in an 
Honourable way T mean, that he 
would condeſcend to make her 


his miſtreſs is poſlible enough ; 
nor would ſhe I preſume, have 


her. fo humbled, —on that condi- 
tion, I think I could reſign my 


pretenſions to the fellow, almoſt 


without 


| know I never could endure,— 


Love Ar FIRST SIGHT. $3 


without regret. — What he 
could ſee in her is to me ab- 
ſolutely aſtoniſhing, —tall, well 
enough made I own—blue eyes 
my averſion, —light hair, which you 


a* . 


fine complexion, that's certain, zf 
tis her own, but that is a trifle, — 
a fine hand and arm, you muſt 
think is what madam piques her- 
ſelf upon, 
be white, for III anſwer for it 


-it may well enough 


ſhe takes pains enough to make 
it ſo,— now F'll be judged by you 
whether tis poſſible this kind of 
being can be handſome, nay, to- 

o ˖ · nr 
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lerable, and I give you | my ho- 
: nour I have fully done her ju- 
5 | ſtice——yet there are fools that 
think her ſo, or at leaſt endea- 
vour to make her believe they do; 
in which you may ſwear: ſhe. is 
very. ready to oblige them. No 
want of faith in that particular, 
I have no patience with her 
odius vanity, hen ſo abo- 
minably forward.— Such an ever- 
| laſting tongue ;——and you muſt- 
think ſhe affets, to be a great 
reader. Lord my dear, IJ am 
ſick of ſuch learned ladies, beſides 
ſhe e by this means makes 
ſhift 
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ſhift to engroſs the attention of 
every fellow within her reach, 


they can do no leſs than liſten to- 


her, though no doubt tired to death 
| of her impertinent chat. —T el 
me now, am I not finely peſtered 
with this creature ever at my el- 
bow. I could have pardoned any 


thing but robbing me of Sir James, 


who I am poſitive would in 
few viſits more have declared him- 
ſelf in plain terms. ad am ſeldom 
| miſtaken. in theſe points,—he had 
too much reſpect to be precipi- 


tate, — 'tis not with women of 


my * they are quite ſo for- 


D 4 . 
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ward, as to thoſe of Madam Ca- 
roline,.— no fear of hurting their 
delicacy.— Would you know why 
J have given you this account of 
my affairs ? it is that you may af- 
ter proper reflection, give me your 
advice in return.— ! want to fall 
upon ſome ſcheme to get fairly quit 
of her. — Vou read novels, rumage 
your collection, ſeck out ſome plot, 
no matter what, I will implicitly 

follow your plan, if likely to pro- 
mote my wiſhes, I care not what 
it is.—I would with joy 'tran- 
{port her to Jeruſalem. | 
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Wikia to me inflantly, and. let 
it be to the purpoſe. 


I wiſh it were poſlible to make 
my mother believe ſhe is already 
ona faſhionable footing with Sir 

James ;—but I will wait till I 
hear from you before I. deter- 
mine. 5 


Vour head is turned for theſe: 
kind of adventures; and being 


buried in the horrid country, you 
will no doubt think yourſelf highly 
obliged to me for giving you a new 
fubjea to employ your thoughts. 

| D4 Adieu 


2% 
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Adieu; next poſt I expect an 
important packet, do not for your 
| life diſappoint me. 

[| | 

| 45 
| 

| 
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L ET TE R the Fifth. 


\ * 


Mis 8 TAN H O p E, 
3 ORD i 


Mis. C ON W A v. 


OTHING but your arrival 5 
in town could have given 


me ſo much pleaſure as I received 
this morning by a viſit from our 
lively friend Miſs Granville. You 

| knew, it ſeems, ſhe was to ſpend: 
„„ the 
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the winter here, yet kept the ſe- 
cret—You're a fly girl, Harriot, 
but I forgive you, as the ſurprize 
was thereby rendered doubly agree- 
able; my couſin Kate is. become: 
fo horcidly the reverſe, that I ſhall 
now indulge her pretty often I be= 
liere with my abſence. 


I am not a little indebted' to for- 
| tune for ſending fo many of my 
friends to town. at this juncture, 
for I really begun to be. ſick of my 
This Sir James, for 


ſituation, 


whom I give you my word, in caſe. 
you are inclined. to doubt it, I do 
: not. 


Love Ar FIRST. SIGHT. Er 


not care a ſtraw, has been the cauſe: 
of much miſchief—Mifs cannot for- 
give his want of diſcernment; ſhe i is. 
out of temper with every thing that 
comes in her way, — the poor good 
lady her mother is teazed to death 
with her ill humour; and being: 
at length convinced by her daugh- 
ter's account of the affair that I 
have actually committed a robbery, 
that is to fay, have ſtolen from her 
the ſaid wicked. Sir James, is. not 
quite ſo Se in her carriage 
to me as at my firſt arrival, and, 
could ſhe do it with decency, 1 
am perſuaded I ſhould. * ſoon. 
be 
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be civilly diſmiſſed ; however, chat 
| 18 Out of the queſtion, and as I 


look upon all my poor uncle's 
; goods and chattles to be in fact 
1 | 

my own, I ſhall honour them with 


my agreeable company, till 1 am 
j weary of theirs, which will not 
be quite ſo ſoon as I expected, 


having ſo many unexpected friends 


come to town, with whom I can 


not fail to ſpend my time per- 


berlin is 1 find on hi brink 
of matrimony.— She now acknow- 
ledges my amazing diſcernment,— 


1 was 
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I was ever politive this would be 
a match, Lord Carey was formed 
on purpoſe for her. Mrs. Gran- 


ville has pramiſed us a ball and 


ſo forth on the joyful occaſion.— 
Her daughter, as I ſhould certainly 
do in her place, remonſtrates againſt 
parade and buſtle, but tis given 
againſt her,—even I vote on the 


other fide of the queſtion ; though 


I commend her delicacy,—'tis not 
doing as I would be done by, that” 8 
certain, but one cannot in every in- 
ſtance obey that precept,—ſhe vows 
to return the compliment when my 
day PETR that will be, 
Heaven 
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my heart is as compoſed, as per- 
fectly at eaſe, as if there was not 
a. beau within a thouſand miles. 
My ſtars! what an idea, indiffe- 


rent as they are to me at preſent, 


—— — 
r x 
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I confeſs even London with all-its: 
charms would, without a few of. 
them to figure at public places be 
rather inſipid, they certainly add. 
life and ſpirit to our parties, what-- 
ever your prudes may fay to the: 
contrary ; but to render them ſtill: | 
more agteeable, one's heart ſhould: 
be intereſted to a certain degree. 
I. ſhall therefore as ſoon. as poſ-- 
5 . „„ 
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fible look for an object worthy to 
be diſtinguiſhed by my ſmiles.— 
Sir James wilt not be the happy 
man, though he pleads ſtrongly for 
the preference, when I have ſet- 
T tled that point, E intend to re- 
turn him to Catherine, in hopes, 
by that means to reſtore her to 
temper, 'till then I muſt retain. 
him in my own ſervice, as he is. 
a ſhowy figure, underſtands the 
etiquette: of a public place to a 
miracle. —She has been out all the 
morning making viſits, and as I 
was in a ſcribbling humour, I ſuf- 


fared "IG OE way of indulgence,. 
to 
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to go without me, we ſhall ſee 
what uſe ſhe will make of this ad- 


vantage, for "tis owing to me, you 


| know that the poor ſoul finds con- 
queſt fo difficult a matter, 'tis really 


a hard caſe, heireſs_to fifty thou- 
ſand pounds. Vet to be rivalled 


by a creature ſcarce worth ſo many 
fhillings—Oh 1 tis not in nature 
to endure it—this morning, I ay, 
I have wholly given up to . my 


irre ſi ſtible attractions ſhall remain 
in eclipſe 'till the evening. Had 
you but ſeen us the other night 
at the Pantheon; we happened to 


dance cotillans in the | ſame ſet, 
rr 
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Sir James was my beau, a Mr. 
Standiſh hers, a moſt pompous, up- 
right, formal figure, overwhelmed 
with lace and embroidery, who did. 
ſo ſlope and ſlide about, with ſuch 
an immenſity of wiſdom and ſo- 
lemnity in his long countenance, 

that you'd have ſworn he fancied 

himſelf at a funeral inſtead of a 
ball? not quite maſter of the Reps, . 
he feared committing a Jau pas, 
ang found his whole attention ne- 
ceſſary to prevent that diſgrace, 
his fair partner could therefore ex- 
pect but little. I with the utmoſt 


good ee willing to . up a 
lite 
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little friendly chat, innocently aſked 


her if he was not the perſon re- 


preſented i in the humorous print of 


* Grown gentlemen taught to 


«- dance,” Would you believe it? 


ſhe would not vouchfafe me am 
anſwer, but coloured, bit her lips, 
and I dare ſay wiſhed me any where 
elſe. Not my fault you ſee that we 


are not on a more cordial footing, 


She cannot, like a good Chriſtian, | 
forget and forgive. 


Here they are, I vow.— Adieu, 


FE muſt dreſs for dinner,. that over; 


1 will return and finiſh my epiſtle; 


perhaps 
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Pere 5 they may have brought | 


news enough to finiſh the remain- 
ing paper; I am a great cono- 
miſt, and never chuſe to waſte a 
ſcrap, —'tis poſſible ſome folks may 
be inclined to fancy I waſte an 
unreaſonable quantity; but no mat- 
ter, if you are not of the num 
ber, I ſhall make myſelf perfectly 

2 2 


Nes indeed I—Kate is in the 
very beſt of all poſſible humours, 
ſo. happy, ſo elate; even civil to 
me ; ſo charmed with a beau ſhe 

| has 


- 
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Has met nll in her morning | ram- 
bles. | 


Is hi! not the moſt agreeable | 
% man you ever ſaw Mamma? 80 
66 tp oth ſo polite, fo attentive ; 

* —then, ſo amazingly accom- 
| pliſhed, how ſuperior to the gene- 
ral run of ae one meets with. Ph 


1 Has this paragon no name, 
-ery'd . „. there no hopes of 
< petting a peep at him? You have 
really excited my whole Rock of 
< curioſity, by your Haming de- 
©" * ſcription,” 


7 95 I 
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cc Oh ! no matter for his name, 
returned ſhe, quite in rapture,— 
but for a fight of him, I can't 
46 be poſitive, —What think you, 
| «© Mamma,” with a ſignificant look, 
Do you fancy it probable Miſe 


— 


* Stanhope will ever ſee him here ? 


6 may judge by appearances, "tis - 
< rather more than eng] 


Oh! ho? chought I, Miſs has 
done it at laſt. This has been a 
red letter day for her it muſt be 
owned. She could think nor talk | 
of 
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of nothing, but this divine man 
during our repaſt; ſo finding I was 
not to be let any farther into the ſe- 
cret; fearing, I ſuppoſe, I ſhould 
fall upon ſome ſcheme to run 
away with him, very ſoon left 
them 20 finiſh their encomiums, 


\ 
Fl 
1 
U 
f 
9 
| 


that I might, as 1 promiſed, finiſh 
5 my letter. Now could I lay my 
| life all this buſtle is occaſioned 
| merely by a few. civil. things ſome 
| | coxcomb has been ſaying to her, 
| for want of a more engaging ob- 

| Jed. —]T know her gENLUS,: a man | 
cannot even beſtow. one glance upon 
her, but he is inſtantly ſet down 
as 
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as her own — Sir James, — 
tis this folly which occaſions her 
ſo many mortifying diſap pointments. 
Farewell, I am going to ſee the 
new comedy of the F aſhionable 
Lover, if I think him a pattern of 
excellence, I will ſend him for 
your , peruſal, with the other books 
you mentioned. Yet, on ſecond 
thoughts, why ſend him to you, 
who have one already, formed in 
every reſpe& ſo perfectly to your 
taſte.— Adieu; my beſt wiſhes to 
him, aſſure him alſo, he has a warm 
advocate in your en 


eee STANHOPE. 
Vol. I. * LET. 
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LETTER the Sixth, 


sir HARRY GREY 
ny el "D a 
GEORGE DASHWOOD, Eg. 


DE fatisfied, George, the with 8 
of your heart is- at laſt fully WW 


gratified. I am determined to 
marry, abſolutely determined, and 


what is more, have within the laſt 
| twenty-four hours not only formed 
this laudable reſolution, but alſo 
, 


* 
* 
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made choice of my wife, Vou 
ſtare—yet 'tis fact, upon my ho- 
nour,— —that is to ſay, in caſe 
the fair creature to whoſe charms 
my heart is fallen a willing cap- 


tive, ſhould, as I moſt ardently ; 


wiſh, . prove as angelic in mind, 
character, &c. &c. as ſhe is | in 
perſon, for of that alone I am at 
preſent a judge; but that perſon, 
George, is ſo infinitely lovely,— 
ſo many irreſiſtable,—graces in every 


look and motion, that I am—in 


ſhort, I am fully perſuaded ſhe is 
in every reſpect the moſt perfect 


of her dewüll ſex.— Many 


have I loved, and did not vanity 
. forbid 


* * 
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forbid, T might add not a few: have 
returned my paſſion, but till now, 
George, I am fully convinced by 
my preſent feelings, I have never 
ſeen, loved, or been beloved to the 
purpoſe; but whether I am ever 
to behold this angel more,—whe- 
| ther ſhe is maid, wife, or widow, 
is- at this racking moment an 
im penetrable ſecret ; racking I ſay, 
for what can equal the pain of 


this horrid ſuſpence,——nay, I do 
e —— all 
1 can tell you 1s merely this, — ; 
| walking down Pall Mall, in my 
way to the Park, T faw a creature 
before me, whoſe air inſtantly 


caught 


not even know her name, 


9 
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caught my ready attention, —I 
gazed, —admired the eaſe, the grace 
of her figure, followed, —paſſed, 


and caſting my eyes on her face, 
found myſelf ſhot through and 
through by the firſt Slance, 
My engagement with your friens 
Standiſh, whom I had appointed 
She 


gave herſelf no ſcornful airs, on 


to meet, was ſoon forgot,— 


obſerving her conqueſt, for obſerve 
it ſhe muſt ; neither could I diſ- 
cover the ſmalleſt emotions of any 
kind. She walked on with the 


moſt mortifying indifference, while 


1, in a fitnation I cannot deſcribe, 


dreading every door we came near 


E:3 would 
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would rob me of the enchanting 
object, followed her though with 
the greateſt reſpect imaginable, — 
determined to know where the. 
lived, that I might make enquiries 
about her. I would have ſpoke, 
but feared her dipleaſure,—yet 
would have given half my eſtate 
for permiſtion to tell her I adared her, 
but love, a kind of love, George, 
which I had 'till then it is plain 
been unacquainted with, kept me 
filent in ſpite of myſelf, —at length | 
ſhe ſtopt at a genteel houſe in St. 
James's Street. Not even at part- 
ing did ſhe condeſcend to . 


| me with the ſmalleſt notice, — 
My 
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My emotions were actually pain- 
ful, yet I found myſelf obliged 
to admire that very indifference 
which pierced me to the ſoul. 
Can a girl of honour be too de- 
 licate in affairs of this nature? 
HFad the with that freedom, too 
common even amongſt thoſe who 
value themſelves on reputation and 
virtue, returned my glances, I 
might tis true have adored her as 
Ppaihonately as I do at this mo- 
ment; but it would have been 


with a leſs pure flame.— She is, 
ſhe. muſt be the angel deſtined 
to fix my wandering affections, and 
to render me the happieſt mortal 
| „ 
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the world ever ſaw. Now George 
let me have no more of your fa- 
therly advice, as the buſi neſs is 


done.—I am now in a fair way 
to be all you with, for a wife, 


you have a thouſand times aſſured 


me, was all I wanted to ſettle, 
and render me one of the hap- 
pieſt fellows in England, ſince, as 
| you tell the ftory, I am by na- 

ture formed for domeſtic felicity, 
though I have, in ſpite of the 
ſaid nature, ſought it hitherto in 
—] am now, 


a different road. 
George, wholly of your fage opi- 
nion, and long moſt impatiently to 
be the father of a family, on 

= , TO 


- * 
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condition this fair creature is the 
mother; which the ſhall be, if 
virtuous, were ſhe poor as Job, 
_ unleſs my eloquence in the cauſe 
of love fails me for it ſhall be. 


tried to the utmoſt. 


1. ſwear to you, I moſt ardently 
wiſh ſhe 'may not be worth a ſhilling, 
ſince I have ever intended, when 

the ſpirit of matrimony did come 
upon me, to make ſome amiable, 
deſerving woman. happy, to whom 
the blind goddeſs had been leſs 
liberal of her favours than ſhe has 
been to me ;—riches, merely as 
ſuch I deſpiſe, to me they are of 

5 no 


* 
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no farther value than as they ena- 


ble me to relieve the wants and 
diſtreſſes of my fellow creatures; 


T vould to the lord my abilities 


were equal to my inclination, we 
ſhould have no more ſorrow, nor 
ſighing, neither ſhould any more 
lamentation be heard in our bor- 
ders ;—but this -would be to mo- 
nopolize happineſs. —I muſt, to be 
truly generous, let others alſo ſhare 
the joy ariſing from acts of be- 
nevolence,—what that joy is, you, 
my dear George, know by expe- 
C7 ior 


Adieu; 


* 


— 
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<2 


Adieu ; 1 go in \ queſt of hap- 
pineſs, that is to fay, I am go- 
ing to make ſome enquiries about 
my beloved; as I already know 
her dwelling, 1 ſhall eaſily in the 
neighbourhood learn her name, 
_ maſter of that I ſhall purſue my 
plan of 5 operation with indetatiga- 
ble diligence. Adieu; let me as 
ſoon as poſſible receive your con- 


gratulations on my reformation. 


HARRY GREY. 


9 
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. LETTER the Seventh. 
Mis STANHOPE, 
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Mis CONWAY. 


OW, Harriet, were I of a 
romantic turn I might en- 


| tertain you with what, in that caſe, 
© I ſhould call an adyenture.—L 
might rave about fine eyes, fine 
„ „ 


* 
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teeth, fine hair, killing glances, 
and all the other common place 
phraſes with which the miſſes of 
the preſent age are too apt | to em- 

belliſh their epiftles ; but as I am 
not enough verſed in novels to- 
ſhine in that deſcriptive ſtile, you 


: a muſt be content to take the hiſtory 


in plain ſimple proſe. I lament 
not a little my incapacity in this 
reſpect, as I find all I have to 
ſay wilt by this means. be com- 

prized in half a dozen lines,. 
whereas had I the talent of a 
ſeribbler, I might flouriſh away, 
for an hour or two. at leaſt. 


I went. 


—— 
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I éwent the other day to call 
upon my friend Caroline; in Pall 
Mall, a gentleman. overtook me,. 
whoſe figure was infinitely too 
ſtriking to pals unnoticed, yet, 
tis poſſible he might, as I was 
deeply buried in thought, had he 
not by the very particular atten- 
tion with which he viewed me 
obliged me to hls him, — tis 
certain 1 never beheld a form ſo 
captivating, nor a face fo perfectly | 
amiable and engaging, —his ar- 
; dent glances, though reſpectful, 
gave me the utmoſt. pain. I 
trembled leaſt he ſhould diſcover 


my emotions, which. tis too cer- 


% 


— 
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I hope how- 


| tain they excited. 
ever my apprehenſions were ground- 


leſs. 1 endeavoured to appear per- 
fectly unconcerned, and as it would 
: mortify me exceedingly to think 


myſelf miſtaken, I will believe J 
am not.—Glad was I when I ar- 
| rived in St, James's Street, —no 
ſooner did I knock at the door, 
than he ſeemed on the point of 
5 breaking that ſilence, which during 
our ſhort walk he had very near 
done fifty times, but had never- 


theleſs ſo much delicacy as to 
forbear. Had you ſeen the woe 
begone, forlorn face he put on 
when he ſaw me enter, and the 
. e 


* 
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lamentable ſigh he uttered, which 


made even the ſervant ſmile, you 


would have ſmiled alfo, and have 


agreed with me, that man is an 


' artful ſedueing kind of an ani- 


mal. 


I was a good deal flurried by 
the *fooliſh affair, which highly 
diverted Caroline, to whom I gave 
a particular account of our meet- 
ing, and alſo of our tragical part- 
ing. She flew to the window in 


Hopes to have a peep at my ſmit- 
ten beau, and there he was tis 


certain, taking himſelf off—with 
lingering ſteps, and: ſlow— 
8 Upon 


* 
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E Upon my life a fine fellow, 
cried ſhe, * and elegant beyond 
„ any thing of the kind I have 
« ſeen this age; but who the deuce 
is he ?—This muſt poſitively be 


6 


. 


his firſt day in town,. — tis im- 
poſſible a being like that could 


“ have eſcaped my penetrating eye, 


* 


* had he been any time here. 
Look you, my pretty, ſly cou- 
« fin, though I have a tolerable 
© degree of friendſhip for you, 


„% and with you almoſt as well as 


c 


I do myſelf, yet in this one in 


” 


ſtance I muſt beg leave to be- 


-NO ſuch ; 


„come your rival; 
be thing as tamely giving up one's 
08 chance 
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* chance of a man like this,—'tis 
„ not in nature, child, ſo be on 
cc your guard, — I have given you 
fair warning.—If my whole ſtock 
c of attractions, which I have been 
told are not a few, can win him 
from you, why; my dear, he | 
*& 1s Wy! own man.” 


3 Be it fo,” ery'd I, „ in i the 
6 fame. tone, I give you leave 
* to. inliſt yourſelf in the number 
« of my rivals, ſince you have fo 
e openly and honeſtly confeſſed 
6 your intention. I tremble in- 


„ deed when I conſider your vi- 


6 able ſuperiority, but muſt con- 
„ 
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EK" 
IS 4 


ſole - myſelf with the thought 
« that he is already in ſome mea- 
« ſure prepoſleſſed in my favour, 
« this is no ſmall point gained, let 
“ me tell you. But pray my 
« dear, what do you intend. to do 
* with Lord Carey, how will * | 
« Tow of him.” 

% Pho, PTR he is of a nature 
4 too civil, too obliging, and has 
* too great a regard for my hap- 


o 


wy 


pineſs to make any buſtle about 
a trifle like this, if I like 
„this man of yours better than 
* him,— What has he to ob- 


* 


40 


be Jet, ds he not a thou- 
“ fand 


92 Lovs AT FIRST SIGHT, 

ce ſand times aſſured me, my fe- 
6c licity was dearer to him than 
b „% his own; it would, you know, 


i 1 wg © be rude in me to doubt his 
| i ſincerity.—So you fee that mat- 
' ter is ſettled at once. A propos, 


|  _ « Suppoſe you take him yourſelf, 
. in that caſe, he can have na 
© reaſon to complain,—you have 
« often told me you thought him 
„ the moſt agreeable man in the 
« world. What ſay you, ſhalt 


* we amicably ſettle this ex- 
t change.” | 


LY 


„ „„ this moment his lordſhip « en- 


* 


« Oh! 


tered the room. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
ce 


cc 


cc 
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« Oh! you are juſt come, in 


99 


time, cry'd ſhe, with her uſual 


vivacity, We wanted only your 


preſence, in order to ſettle a 


very important piece of buſi- 
neſs.— Vou know, my lord, I 


have lately been induced (by 
what means heaven knows) to 


make you ſome very fooliſh pro- 


miſſes ;—but I have this morn- 
ing changed my mind, I have 
ſeen a man I think I (hall like 
better; ſo Caroline and I have 


agreed to change, for you muſt 


know the creature I mean is a 


captive of hers : now, ſhe to. 


| oblige me has conſented to give 


cc him 
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4 him up, and to take your lord- 
dump in his ſtead. What ſay 
9 4. you, —have you any objections 5s 


"£060 Impoſſible,” replied he, taking 
% her hand, which, as a proof of 

| His. indifference he kiſſed moſt un- 
mercifully, „ never can object 


« to any determination of my 


80 adored Caroline; her wil muſt 


2 ever be a law to me.“ 


<< ] told you fo,” 
turning to me. I knew my 
4 lord would be too polite to 
diſconcert our plan. Suppoſe 
« then, as the morning is fine, 
135 1 % we 
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« we go to the park ;—perhaps, 
« we may there meet with this 
« Adonis, whoſe charms has cauſed 
« ſuch a revolution in our affairs, 
« and in our way we will con- 
« deſcend to let my lord into a 
little more of this hiſtory.” 


Away we went; the morning 
was indeed delightful, and the 
park crowded with company, but 
to our no ſmall diſappointment, 

my ſwain was not of the number, 
ve were ſoon Joined by ſe- 
veral of our acquaintance, Sir 
James Courtney one of them, who 
ſpared no * to convince me he 
„ Was 
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was my moſt obſequious ſlave,— 
He has an inexhauſtable fund of 
ſmall talk, which for the, park, or 
any other public pl ace is not amiſs, | 
had I my couſin Kate's fortune, 
perhaps he might be prevailed 
upon to mix a dach of ſincerity in 
his profeſſions, but as it is, I fancy 
the. paſſion he has conceived | for 
me will not be attended with any 
deplorable conſequences, the arrow 
to wound him mortally muſt, I 
believe be tip'd with gold. 


We were juſt turning through 
the ſtable-yard, in our way home, 
when who ſhould paſs, but my 

15 torment, 


* 
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torment, Sir Thomas Boynton. 


as I had no idea of his being in 
town, the ſight of the imperti- 
nent wretch flurried me a good 


deal; happily he did not ohſerve 


me, but I cannot hope to be long 
ſo fortunate, — tis more than pro- 
bable he is come to town wholly 


on my account, as he threatened 


it when I left * .. —Is it not 


abominable, to be perſecuted in the 


odious manner I have been by ſuch 
a diſagreeable creature, — tis im- 


poſſible he can really love, after 


the lights he has repeatedly met 
with; whatever he might once do: 


but, ſuch is his perverſe temper, | 
Now LE F that 
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that I am perſuaded obſtinacy will 
produce the ſame effect on him 
that the moſt violent paſſion would 
do on another, His pride is hurt 
to have his honourable propo- 
fals rejected by a girl with my 
ſlender fortune, who ought on the 
contrary to have made him her 
very beſt curteſy, taken him at 
his word, and thanked him.—Oh | 
etwas not to be endured.——So, 
in revenge, for it can be from no 


other motive, I am to be peſtered 
with his complaints, &c. &c. 
My ftars ! how has he been de- 
ſtroyed in the rearing.— hat has 
his fooliſh mother to anſwer for, 


, 


—indulged 
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—indulged in every whim, how= - 
ever hurtful or ridiculous, while 
under her tuition, which was many 
years too long,—he till expects the 
ſame treatment. from all the world, 
unaccuſtomed to the ſmalleſt de- 
gree of contradiction, he is ready 
to run every one through the 
body who preſumes to differ from 
him in opinion; had I been a_ 
man I muſt long ere now have 
fallen by his furious hand 3 as it 
is, he wants to marry .me purely 
to revenge, when he has me in 
his power, the affront I put upon 
him by my refuſal ;——this is 
really and. truly the light in which 
F.2 I look 
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I look upon his perſeverance.— — 
We are not to expect in this life 
perfect happineſs ; ;—mine was al- 
moſt arrived at that pitch, 'twas 
. time therefore for sir Thomas to 
' make his appearance, — this odious 
by fellow has almoſt put my fine ad- 
venture out of my head. Should 
1 eyer become acquainted | with 
this ſame wonderful man, he ſhall 
be my champion to defend me bs 
from the fury of my enraged | 
lover Sir Tas. 8 7 


1 am rather uneaſy at not hear- 
ing from Charles; he is, in ge- 


neral the moſt punctual correſ- ; 
pondent 
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bende a ne for a bro- 
ther I mean. Some new flame I 


ſuppoſe . engroſſes all his time 4s 
well as thought, for in love he 


muſt be, or "is is no life for him. 


Raten. 
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| Captain $STANHOPRKR. . 
r 0 


Mis STANHOPE, 


ob muſt forgive me, Caro-- 
line, - you muſt do more, I 
inſiſt not only on pardon, but 
juſtice. Ves, my ſaucy ſiſter, ju- 
ſtice, for having preſumed to call 
that affection in queſtion, which. 
Fa ; | you. 


\ 
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you ought to have known long 


ſince was unalterable.—I am half 
inclined, to take immediate revenge 
for the injury you have done me, 


by your ungenerous ſuſpicions, by 
flouriſhing, my name,. and without 


farther ceremony, bidding you 


adieu, but, thank your ſtars, you 


have ſecured an able advocate in 
my breaſt,, who ſo pathetically 
pleads your cauſe, that I can no 
longer refiſt his eloquence—I for- 


give you then, and we are once 


more friends.—I. am going alſo to 
dignify your ladyſhip with another 
title, which, as you are a female, 
will, I fancy, be as grateful as the 
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other—A pretty ſignificant frown 
that——But attend—know then, 
Caroline, I look upon you to be 


in every reſpect qualified to ſhine A 
as a confidant —— What fay you? 
Are you diſpoſed to become the 


repoſitory of my moſt | honoura- 


ble. fecrets, the ſecrets of my 
heart; it has lately received ſuch 
a. wound Don t indblgg- that fi- | 


tirical ſmile, my good ſiſter —- . 


The wound I. ſpeak of is paſt x 
joke, I give you my word; but 
perhaps that is the very cauſe of 
- your gaicty,—as you have. long 
wiſhed me to get into a ſerious 


| ſerape of this nature, Well, then 


* 
5 
* 
* 1 P 
* . 
. *« 
, ' — 
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if you will attend with becoming 
gravity, I will confeſs your miſ- 
ehievous wiſhes are at len gth gra- 
tified, for I am now, child in 
love over head and ears. Had you 

ſeen the dear object of my pre- 
ſent flame, you would with me 
acknowledge all thoſe common ani- 


mated, threadbare expreſſions, ge- 


nerally uſed to expreſs our feel- 


ings on theſe occaſions, are cold, 


and unmeaning When eech to 
* aGnrabins 


* 


* 


1 told you in my laſt we kobe a 
5 erde ſet of players here; thoſe, 


and our races, which are juſt over, 
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brought a good deal: of company: 
together. In the. adjoining box 
to me the other night ſat a crea-- 
ture ſo divinely fair, ſo-inimitably. 
graceful, in fine, ſo perfectly to 
your brother's taſte, that from the 
moment my eyes beheld the an- 
gelic ſparkler, they became abſo- 
lutely blind to every other object. 
J gazed in extaſy,—my ſenſes were 
loft in the dear delight, nor could- 
any thing but the end of the per- 
formance, to which you may be- 
lieve I gave no violent attention, 
have reſtored them, She begun 
to mdove—1 flew, in hopes of en- 
 joying the envied felicity of leading 
| . 


. 
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her to her carriage, but the crowd 
was ſo intollerable the thing was 
rendered impoſſible Do you be- 
lieve I curſed them, you are right. 


When I. did make ſhift to reach 


the door, my charmer was ſeated, 
and the wretch, whoſe behaviour 
during the whole evening had evi- 
dently proved him a lover, was 
5 jaſt ſtepping into the carriage after 
her. Have you any idea of my 
feelings at that moment? I hope 
not, Caroline, as in that caſe you 


muſt have felt them, and I would 
not with. you ſo very far gone. 


Had I been able to learn her 


name, the- thing would not have 
: | been 


—— — 
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been ſo bad; but to compleat Oy 
diſappointment, not one of my 
party could inform me, and I was 
unwilling to expoſe. my weaknefs 
by making a. more general en- 


LOG 


* 2 : : N ; | 
quiIry.. mY 


Luckily, my man was at tlie 
| door, 


a Bly,” cry'd I, half frantic; 
pointing out the coach, « fly,— 
« watch where it ſtops, and learn: 
«to whom it rats. ach 


n. a ſtate of anxious Luſpence;, 
2 thouſand bs a thouſand fears. 
attending 8 
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attending me, I threw myſelf i into 


a chair and went home Every 
moment appeared an age till the 
return of my emiſſary ; at laſt he 
arrived, wonderfully out of breath 
as it were, and with a face ſo 
wiſe, ſo ſagacious, — t was his firſt 
attempt in the way of gallantry 


fince in my ſervice, and he was 


determined to impreſs the event 
on my memory, ** ne the 
Z moſt of is, e T 


"ay 


« Well,” "fs. I, © have you 


* gained the ne for intelli- 


1 * 


* gence,” He 


„ Ves, 
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Fes, pleaſe your honour, or 
J. ſhould hardly have preſumed 
to appear again in your honour's 
9 preſence.—1 never do my bu-- 

« ſineſs by. halves. the coach, 

te pleaſe your honour, ſtopped in 
nd dread ſtreet; at the third door 
on your honour's right hand ;. 
that I. eaſily diſcovered as a man 

„% may: lay, but I did not ſo eaſily 

„ know how to come at madam's- 
ce name, . (and. the. fellow: grin'd) 
«7 was caſting about, as the 
„ ſaying is, in my own mind how 
„to ſet. about it, when having a 
better view of the coachman as 


he came. off his box, I found 
5 © he- 


* 
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«.he was an old acquaintance ' of- 


7 


WW... 


mine, . pleaſe your honour, and 
ſo I. afled him to drink a: 
* plaſs with me, during which I- 
% found out all I. wanted to - 
4% know.” ; 


6 


« 


« And Nite d 1. fick o 


his. tedious harangue, what is 
the lady name r 


«: Danby,. pleaſe your honour,” 


| wo O, very well, replied I, have 
« you any thing more to lay 45 


« Only, 


— ꝗ— — —— 
F 
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Go 


> 
* 
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ES only that Mr. Robert told 
me, ſhe is a purdigious fortune, 


and that the gentleman who 
was with her is her lover, but 
that Madam could not endure 


him, nevertheleſs, her mother 
(for Pleaſe z your honour, her fa- 
ther is dead) has declared ſhe 
ſhall marry. him or nobody. 
becauſe as how madam's father 
left it ſo in his will, —that' 8 


all, * pleaſe your honour: * 


And that's all, pleaſe you, Ca- 


8 
i ” 


* 


f roline, F at | preſent know of my 
fair enſlaver; but, thank fortun 85 
1 am by this information enabled 


Love AT FIRST SIGHT. 113 


to begin my more particular en- 


quiries, Which I ſhall do withour ; 


loſs of time. Oh? Caroline. 


| ſhould I fuccetd I was never 
till now an advocate for love at 


1 


farſt fight, it uſed to appear ridi⸗ 


culous to me, ſince the internal 


qualities however great at tand en- | 
gaging, cannot o intantancouſly 
; ahd* without | this 


4 


be- diſco ere 
| knowledge, 15 founded on eſteem . 
5 which alone deſerves the name, 


cannot be produced by a ſingle 
glance, though the glance of an 


angel, Theſe, 1 ſay, ; were my 
fentiments in my days of dullneſs, 
but they are e purified from that er- 
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ror,— My adorable Miſs Danby 
al by one turn of her bright 


eye convinced. me beyond the poſſi- 
bility of a deception, that true fer- 
vent, unalterable love can be in- 


ſpired in that way alone. 

Adieu; Caroline, wiſh me ſuc- 
ceſs, and let me hear from you 
ſoon.— I am glad to find our 


lively couſin Granville is in town, 
her company muſt be a conſidera- 
ble addition to your felicity,—ſay 
all that's gallant to her for me. 
Oh! I. had almoſt forgot to- 
tell you, I hear Sir Thomas Boyn- 
ton is gone or going to London. 


N IL. know: 
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Il know. this information will 
diſtreſs you, as his inducement is 
evident. let me however know 
ſhould. he ever proceed to any de- 
gree of impertinent ſolicitations, 


that he ſhould with. to, prevail 


in his ſuit, I know you too well 


to wonder at, tis the only proof 


he ever gave of his good. taſte ; 
but I am as well convinced as 
you are that he is not the man 
formed to make you: happy.—I 
ſhall. never, you may believe, rich 
though. he be, urge you to change 
your preſent ſentiments, —80 re- 
ject him freely; and alſo with de- 
licacy ;. he has. then. no. reaſon to- 


take. 
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goddeſs, Charles; a down=-- | 
right divinity, —but, could v we ſup- N 
poſe a being of an inferior order 


could have produced this wonder- 1 5 
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218 Love AT FIRST SrouT., 
ful effect ;—for you never was 
over head and ears in love before 
you know. —Oh ! no ſuch thing. 


Well, my dear Charles, I give you 


joy moſt cordially ; and beg you 
will with all convenient ſpeed, — 
put a finiſhing ſtroke to your ad- 


ventures, that I may be indulged 
with a view of this miracle of 


nature, - but pray now my ſigh- 
ing brother, have you not in the 


flurry of your raptures overlooked 
one circumſtance in the hiſtory of 


your fair One, which ſeems rather 
alarming,— this lover, this legacy 3 
of a huſband hinted at, how comes 


that honeſt man to give you no 
| alarms ? 
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alarms ? Have you no fears, no 


jealouſy in your compoſition ? Or 
does your vanity ſo far predo- 
minate as to render theſe paſſions 
imperceptible. You ſaw the crea- 
ture, and I ſuppoſe that ſight con- 
vinced you he was a being too in- 


 bignificant, to give one of your 


worſhip's importance a moment's 
pain ;——but remember, Charles, 
there is no accounting for taſte ; 


tis true you are a good pretty 


fellow, and may (though I truſt 


you do not) boaſt of ſome attrac- 
tions, but what will thoſe avail 


when put in the ſcale with pre- 


poſſeſſions, and Papa's commands. ö 
Not 
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Not a ſtraw, ery. you ;=theſe 
very commands, were the fellow 


a Tom Jones, muſt, —nay depend 
upon it, —have rendered him her 


ayerſion. Why, _ as you ſay, 


there is ſomething in that, the 
dear ſpirit of contradiction could 


not be planted in our gentle breaſts 


but for ſome wiſe purpoſe. Vet, 
if her averſion, how came he to 
be her beau at the play ?—Oh ! 


impertinent intruſion, there's no 5 


getting quit of ſome fellows, how- 


ever deſirous; beſides, | mamma's 


8 well anſwered, my - 


good brother; I find you are not 
eaſily diſmayed ; 1 commend vou. 


5 


— 
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'Tis not the mid whining ſwain 


that meets the beſt reception. 


be aſſured you have my ardent 
wiſhes for ſucceſs in this as well 


as every other deſire of your heart. 


——Tis true the vile Sir Tho- 
mas is in town. —I have met him 


once or twice at public places,— 
I fear nothing but my being actu- 


ally married to ſomebody elſe will 
ever make him give up his hopes. 


How ridiculous this obſtinancy ; ; 
thank wy ſtars he does not viſit 
any one family where I am ac- 
quainted, neither, 1s he known to. 


my aunt ; fo that I Py I ſhall, 


„ n 
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| pretty well eſcape his perſecution, 


Our couſin Granville will very | 


ſoon, I. fancy give her hand to 
her adoring lord ' Carey, = that 


| : matter ſeems to be . 


he is a moſt agreeable young man, 
and for het I know not her equal. 


Now my dear Charles, in re- 
turn for the confidence you have. 
placed in me; let me aſſure you 
you may depend upon the fame 
compliment whenever fortune gives 

me an opportunity; when, or 
whether that will ever be is at 
preſent a little uncertain z we, un- 
portioned n have but a ſmall 
chance 
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chance in . theſe days, when ma- 
trimony has no longer any thing 
to do with love, eſteem, &c. &c. 
but gold alone is the one thing 
needful ; ; yetT ought not to com- 
plain, —one noble knight has al- 
ready- declared himfelf willing to 
overlook that defet—Who knows 
but fortune may have another. in 
ſore for me, whom 1 ſhall * 
be inclined to treat with ſo much 
rigour. Adieu; need I tell you 
1 ſhall be all impatience to heat 
now you go on in your. amour. 


| Moſt ſneerely yours, 


"OG 85 1 C. STANHOPE, 


„* 
FF 


G 2 PEr- 
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- From Mis BROWN 


a 
„ Fa a - 
Po 8 
5 T 0 
* — oY * 
= 
* * ? * 


Mis SMITH, 


h Dear Kitty, 
HAVE taken your walls into - 
conſideration, and am quite of 
. your opinion that this impertinent 
couſin of yours ſhould by all means 


he diſmiſſed, ; though by the ray 


** 
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no relation to you, whatever ſhe 
may be to your wiſe mother, through 
her late helpmate. I mention this 
child, leſt you ſhould feel any 
ſcruple of conſcience in ſollowing: 
the advice I am going to give you, 
Il have a thouſand ſchemes at 
your ſervice, but this 1 think will 
anſwer the purpoſe as well as any, 
and be attended with leaſt trou- 
ble. Write to her brother, — 
tell him with tears in your eyes, 
that his fiſter's conduct is ſo ex- 
tremely imprudent, you. have rea- e 
ſon to dread the moſt fatal conſe- 


quences; nothing but her inſtant 
removal from London, where ſhe- 
1 5 10 
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* 


is perpetually engaged in the ut- 
moſt diſſipation can ſave her from 

| ruin, —the tongue of ſcandal is. 
already let Iooſe,—friendſhip alone 
could induce you to give him the 
pain this information naturally 
muſt do, ſenſible as you are of 
his nice honour, and the delicacy. 
of his- ſentiments, &c. &c.— DO 
you comprehend me? Intreat him 
to conceal from her the real cauſe 
of his defiring her to leave Lon- 
don ;——ſhould he be taken in by 
- your plauſible ſtory,—and what can 
be more likely, conſidering the very 
low ebb. virtue is at in theſe 
our joyous days of liberty, — the 
: moment 
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moment ſhe is gone, to. complete 
your juſt revenge, for being robbed 
of the man you had deigned to 
diſtinguiſh with your ſmiles, in- 
55 ſinuate in all companies, that you 
| fancy her retreat will be but tem- 
porary,—a few months will reſtore 
her to her friends, - put on ſigni- 
ficant looks ,—throw ſome groans 
of pity for her miſconduct into. 

your diſcourſe,. and I think her 
buſineſs will be done pretty effectu- 
Fhis is my plan, if you 


ally. 
like it, 'tis' at your ſervice, - and 
may I think anſwer your purpoſe, 
—her brother, I know, has the 
moſt refined ideas of female vir- 
* . | | tue, 
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tue, propriety, decorum, and all 


that. I am well acquainted with 
his character, he was quartered i in 
this neighbourhood the year be- 


fore I returned from abroad, and 
is not yet forgot. —1 give you my 
word, were 1 to judge by the 
Picture the girls hereabouts draw 


of him, he muſt be the fineſt fel- 


low in England, not one of them 
but would, by her own account, 
have run away with him at the 


| _ _ 


F arewell ; could you have ay 
objections to putting this ſcheme ' 


an Practice, let me know, N * 


33 
* * ” = 1 1 . 
: R _ : . "I 
3 9 . 
. 9 


N 
* 
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will think of ſome other; we can- 
not be long at a loſs, while the 
circulating liberaries are open to 
us. n „„ N 
Adieu; may you ſoon meet with 
2 more deſerving object than Sir 


James to fill up the aching void. 
Yours, 


F RANCES * 
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5 ET TER the Twelfth, 3 


Sir HARRY GREY * 
T 0 


GEORGE DASHWOOD, Eſq. 


EORGE,- give me Joy—I 
8 have gained a very particu- 
lar account of ma belle, her fa- 
mily and connections. I could 

not be miſtaken, I was poſitive, 5 
: a form ſo lovely ould not con- 
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tain a mind leſs perfect, —after a 
thouſand fruitleſs enquiries for 
ſome perſon to introduce me to 
wy charmer, I at length found 
| that perſon in your old friend lady 
Belford, who is intimately ac- 
_ quainted with her, and has pro- 
miſed I ſhall meet her at. her 
| houſe in leſs than a week. — did 
not believe I could have exiſted fo 


long without her, yet here I am, 


George, alive, nay able to hold a 
pen, as the girls ſay, though tis 
nov three weeks ſince I received : 

the wound; in a few days then I 
ſhall know my doom, life or death _ 
it the, queſtion, tolerably import- 

R 1 4 ant 


; 4", 5% 
WY * b 
8 * 

Se 
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ant the alternative. — — Hah ! by 
-heavens? a card from Lady Belford, 
—Lye ſtill my heart, and do not 
| by your beating prevent my read- 
ing it.ä—I fly, George, tis actually 
a ſummons to meet my adpryble. 5 


i Adieu ; 
| HARRY GREY. 


. 


* 
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LETTER the Thirteenth. 
| 15 . The ſame to the ſame. 


row. Sea. could I curſe 
my ſtars, myſelf, and all 

the world Never ſure did poor 
wretch meet ſo mortifying a l 
appointment. 1 ſhall _never be 


* 


enough compoſed to give you the 
particulars,— Vet, of nothing elſe 
can I either ſpeak,” think, or Write, 
% 2 . ; £1 10 a 


9 


* 
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ſo if you can pick Out my mean 
ing from this incoherent ſcrawl, 
well and good, if not you muſt 
be diſappointed in your turn, you 
will be the better able to Judge 
what are my preſent feelings. — 
Vet what proportion can yours bear 
to mine. — When I believed the 
cup of happineſs at my very lip, 
to have it thus daſhed from me 
— George tis too much for fleſh 
and blood—Never was there ſa 
errant a blunderer as that piece 
of antiquity 1 made choice of to 
guide me to felicity: no living ſoul 
except herſelf could have brought 
me into ſuch a conſounded ſcrape, | 
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ever, tis moſt cer tain, did- 
poor d—1 look half fo fooliſh as 


your friend Harry, when, inſtead 


Fe of being introduced as, he eagerly 
expected, to the idol of his ado- 
ration, the ridiculous old creature 
preſented me to a fine girl I con- 
feſs, but one on whom I had never 
till that moment ſet eyes. Hearing 
my voice, ſhe met me on the 
ſtairs, and with a look ſhe meant 
ſhould carry a great ſignificance, 


_ in a * e 


ce me beg you will moderate your 


4 nne Remember this angel, 
ds. 
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« as you call 155 knows nothing 2 

e this en should you by | 
"OW any " ridiculous raptures betray 
| «© me, never expect my intereſt 1 in 
« theſe ond of affairs for the 
3 future,” G 


: My emotions were ſo violent I 
could not ſpeak.——TI took her 
hand, preſſed it—locked conſent to- 1 
all her ſage eee and led her 
to the door, —ſhe entered, —I, 
| with beating "REN and every other 
lover like ſymptom, followed her 
75 into the room. e 4 I +23 


. * 


<< Miſe 


Rs 8 
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„ Miſs Granville,” ſaid her la- 1 


dyſhip, taking her hand, give me 


CE: leave to introduce to you Sir 
« Harry Grey, a very particular and 


« agreeable friend of mine 
RETIRE oe was literally ſtruck dumb- 
chere J ſtood transformed to a 


ſtatue. I could neither ſpeak nor 


| move udge ? what a confoun ded 
filly figure I cut How long 1 re- 

mained in this enviable condition” 

but 1 


the lord above knows, 
| might have been there to this mo- 
ment had not my tormenters, after 
gazing at firſt at me, then at each 
others 'rill they were tired, I ſup- 
„ Pete 


| _— _ - 
nt : * — — 


EX ELIE IS tr. Ie ITS 5x — — =. — — — * - 
— > ttt r — ID — — — 3 


— 


. 
= __ — 1 2 


— 
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. poſe, burſt into a loud laugh. 
this you may perhaps think was 
not the moſt likely way in the 

world to remove my embarraſ- 

ment; but you are miſtaken,— I 

believe they could not have hit 

upon a better»—no. thanks to 
them however, they I'll anſwer for 
it, were too well pleaſed with the 

Joke, to wiſh. for ſo ſpeedy a con- 

cluſion One fit of laughter pro- 

duced another down they ſat, 
as if to enjoy it more at their 
eaſe, I will ill on the firſt ſpot. 

I had taken poſſeſſion. of at my 

entrance, and ſeemed determined: 


ta keep my ground, —At length 
1 be- 


% 
«>» 
9 
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I begun to feel my aukward ſitu- 
ation, and looked around as if for 
ſome one to deliver me this 
encreaſed their mirth, 1 had no- 
thing for it but to put the beſt 
face I could upon the matter, 
which I did by caſting myſelf on 
the neareſt chair, and throwing 
one leg over the other, with the 
moſt careleſs unconcerned. air L 
could aſſume, joined i in the laugh, 


rendered the ſcene infinitely the 
more ridiculous, there I ſat, mould- 
ing my hat into ten thouſand. 
ſhapes, and ſo intent was I upon 
it, you'd have ſworn that alone 

was: 
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Was the purport of my W 
One cannot laugh forever. Vou 
cannot be ſo ſtupid as to require 
a key to this hiſtory,—yet, you 
have a thick head, ſo W it a8 
follows: 23 * 


I marked as 1 told you, the 
hbouſe where my divinity entered, 
and like a puppy took it for 

granted ſhe muſt live there, which 
Was certainly a thouſand: to one, 
e e e bg u ob- 
dee Inever thought of making 7 5 
— Was it in nature I. ſhould act 
like a rational being at that de- . 
lightful moment, —1 enquired ; at- 


5 | 7 * . 1 — . 
N . 4 : 8 a oy o 
5 | 23 
* 8 2 1 5 CR,” | we . 
"A 25 x . 
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the firſt-milliner's the name of the 


« Mrs Granville and her daugh- 
* ter, Sir,” returned the females - 
all at once; and immediately be- 
gan to expatiate on the young 
lady's beauty, large fortune, &c. 
&c. not forgetting the crowd of 
admirers ſhe was perpetually fol- 
lowed by. Soon tired of the ſu- 
perfluous part of their chat, I., 
- after ordering ſome ruffles by way 

of paying for ' the trouble I had 
given the damſels, took my leave, 

not doubting but I had gained the | 


veceſſary information. Lady Bel- 
£7 —4 "£88 | : : ford, 
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ford, on my aſking her if the 
was acquainted with Miſs Gran- 
ville anſwered, ſhe was intimately, 
I related all that had paſſed, re- 
moved every objection ſhe ftarted, 
by affuring her my deſigns ws | 
of the moſt honourable kind, 
that T withed for nothing more x 
ardently, than for leave to caſt 
myſelf, my fortune, and my liber- 
ty at the feet of her fair friend. 
on know the ret, — 


Wben our mach was Finiſhed, 
the ladies begun to rally me moſt 
-unmercifully on the figure I had 
made ; 1 freely confeſſed it had 

55 been 


% 
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been none r the moſt oriceful 3 
; and had the good fortune to clear 
up the matter without offending 
either the pride or delicacy of the 
lively Miſs Granville. The eclair- 
ciſſement amuſed her highly, we 
laughed a ſecond time, and then 
they begun gueſſing which of Miſs 
Granville's acquaintance the fair 
one could be 1 was in foareh of, 

and I to deſcribe her with all the 
- eloquence and rapture of a lover. 


28 Nay olitively,”. 8801 Kai 
the ladies i in a breath, ** the picture 
you have drawn can belong to no 


* earthly creature.“ 


. 5. 
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3 If 'tis a true reſemblance,” | 

| aid Miſs Granville, © Sir Harry 
© muſt not Hatter. himſelf with 
WM 5 hopes of finding the if Organ 
-above 


| E „ ain Fes lower world; 
$6; there may be. ſuch, but here 
5 2 the thing is impoſſible. Pray 
( 1 % now, Sir Harry,” continued ſhe, x 
f V | with an arch gravity, - £6 are 
Y L144 « you abſolutely certain all this ; 
| © 18 not Aa dream, and that this 
0 < angel of yours e exiſts only in your 
25 lieh imagination.“ a 
g Heaven "IEP my 1 Ma- 
=” aj cry'd I, © her. charm- 
e ing image is there indeed painted 


. 1 . q 
4 
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xc in the ſtrongeſt colours, but I. 
& 
cc truſt the lovely original is no ; 


« © ſtranger to the agreeable Miſs 
4 Granville,” 


cc Why PERY Sir 1 all I 
ee can ſay to the affair is this, 
Yd vou are the very worſt painter 
« I ever met with ;—however, to 
« convince.you I can pardon your 


« not finding charms in me ſuffi» 


8 


cient to make you forget this bez; 5 
"i witching creature, I give you 

© free leave to become a viſitor 
cc of mine, whenever you pleaſe 3 


Cad 


* 


if he 18 really of my gequsintaace 


vor. 1 „ PRINT 1 


= 
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. as you would perſuade me 
chance may ſucceed better in 
” bringing about an interview than 
© my dear lady Belford has 


* done.“ 


| Having expreſſed my gratitude 
for this favour, I took my leave ” 
and after an age of inquietude, 
find myſelf juſt as near the com- 
5 pletion of my wiſhes as when I 
/ &t out. | 
Now tell me, George, was ever 
| fellow ſo out of luck ; this is to 
_ purſue your honourable adventures, 
nn=—Paith I am almoſt cured of 
it, 
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it, and feel a wonderful inclina- 


tion to relapſe.— Bus then, to 
loſe this charming girl Let is 
| the not loſt already. 


Farewel, George I am as 
weary of conjecture as of writing. 
Should fortune again throw her 
in my way, I will not ſo eaſily 
let her ſlip through my fingers. 


This Miſs Granville is a d—liſh 


fine woman, and has more life, 


wit, and ſpirit, if I may judge 
by the ſpecimen J have ſeen, than 
I ever before met with in any 
„ 
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one female, —What fay you, hall 
I ſpeak 
Let me know in your next. 


* good word for you ? 


win : 


HARRY GREY. 


 LET- 


— 
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E | EE T T E R | the Fourteenth 4 


1 p 


Mie STANHOPE, 


| Mis. O ON W A v. 


7 OU have not I oreſiiine for» 
got the beau I picked up 


ME 19 06 way to St. James's Street, 


would you believe it, Har- 
riot, he has OT been making 
| H 3. | very: 
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very ſerious enquiries about your 
friend, and by a truly drole, though. 
natural miſtake, has given Caro- 
line the higheſt entertainment. 
Seing me go into her houſe, he 
took it for granted it was the. 
place of my abode, on this ſup- 
poſition he founded his enquiries, 
learned her name, connections, &c. 
&c. and, after a | good deal of 
trouble, met with a lady Belford,, 

: who knew her intimately ; and 
who, on his acquainting her with 
| the ſtate of his heart, promiſed 
to introduce him to the fair one, 
who, had given it ſo deſperate a 

wound, ——a day was appointed, 


. 


ſcene was truly admirable, 
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the We hour arrived, —away 


flew my captive, all rapture of 


courſe, —when lo | inſtead of your 


| friend Caroline, behold her lady- 


ſhip' s friend Miſs Granville, —The 
deſcriptions ſhe gave me of the 
1 


cannot do it juſtice, ſo muſt leave 


it to your imagination.— Caroline 


knew him again the moment he 
entered the room, and as ſoon 


gueſſed. who the perſon. was he 
expected to meet; but to inereaſe 


his perplexity, which gave her ſo- 


much diverſion, pretended igno- 
rance, in ſpite of all he could 
ay, to clear up the miſtery, —he 

H4 per- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


* 
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perſiſted in declaring the fair one 
went familiarly into her houſe,— 

ſhe, that his deſcription anſwered. 
none of her acquaintance ;—but, 


| leaſt he ſhould fall into abſolute 
deſpair, gave him permiſſion, in 


conſideration of his being a friend 
of lady Belford's, to viſit her when- 
ever ſo inclined, by which means 


he might perhaps recover the ** 
ject of his purſuit.— 


| Thus, 1 dear, reſts tis impott= 
ant affair; if it anſwers no better 


- purpoſe, it will at leaſt afford matter 
for a letter or two, Caroline has 


rel not 
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not the ſmalleſt doubt of my bes 
coming lady Grey ; for I ſhould 
tell you that my- enamorata is 
* knight, no living without a title, 
lady Grey has ſomething pleaſing 
enough in the ſound, whereas Mrs. 
Grey—Oh! my ſtars!  infignificant ie 
I could not 
_ poſſibly ſubmit. to the volgar ap 


to the laſt degree 


Pellation. 


Adieu, my dear; as I have time 
for no more juſt now. 


" Eſendyou a letter I received the 
| other day from Charles, to make up: 
1 H. N 0 
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for the ſhortneſs of mine; you wilb 
find by it the youth is in a pretty 
fighing way; he would perſuade 
me that he is now gone beyond. 
a poſſibility of a recovery; but I 
know his volatile heart too well. 
to dread any melancholly effects 
from Miſs Danby's. charms.— 
moſt fincerely wiſh however, the 
affair may end in ſober matrimo- 
ny, if ſhe is worthy of him.—I 
long exceedingly to have him hap- 
pily ſettled, as I am perſuaded he 
will, when once ſerfoully, caught, 
make the moſt. amiable huſband | 
in the world. Give me your opi- 
TY 3 nion 


* 
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nion; tell me whether you think. 
his hour is really come— 


Once more adieu. 
Yours,. 


C. STANHOPE. 
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LETTER the Fifteenth, | 


From the ſame to the ſamez. 
» 


"HE higheſt ſcene that ever 
I was witneſs in my life | 
to \palſed at my aunt's yefterday, 
Why, my dear Harriot was ; 
not you preſent ? there is no de- 
| ſcribing thoſe kind of matters with 
5 any degree of juſtice, becauſe the 
faces, the expreſſive looks of the 
5 parties 


* 


| Love Ar FIRST SiGnT.. 157 


parties- concerned, are the chief 
beauty, 'tis thoſe which give life 


to the piece, and theſe I have 
not genius enough to paint in their 
proper colours... 


Alas! poor Kitty, or rather; 
alas! poor Caroline, for that. ſhe 


is now my. moſt inveterate, un- 


forgiving enemy is paſt all poſſi ble 
doubt; and to ſay truth, the poor 


girl has but too much reaſon for 


her indignation. We had yeſter- 


day a moſt numerous and ſplen- 
did rout. I obſerved during the 


whole morning of- this important 
day, that my aunt and her hope- 
th ful 


— 
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ful daughter had ſomething in their 
heads which gave them unuſual 
pleaſure, They were in the high- 
oft ſpirits, and the beſt. humour 
1maginable- 


I faw- plainly they 
wiſhed me to afk the cauſe of 
their ſmiles ;. and as I really felt: 
 fome degree of curiofity,. the thing: 
being ſo unuſual; I gratified their 
deſire, they were almoſt aſhamed 
to tell me I believe, yet could 4 
veſiſt. in ſhort, the elegant, the 
accompliſned, the enchanting beau; 
vou may remember they met with: 
ſome time ago,.. whoſe flattering 
attention, and engaging. behaviour 
had ſo n. Madam Catiie- 


rine, 
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mne, that very beau I found was: | 
to be one of the party in the eve- 
ning. 1 

« I give you joy,” eried I. . my 
good couſin, this looks well. I 

hope I ſhall ſoon be called upon 

to figure as bride's maid, —re- 

member I beſpeak that honour; 

and alſo beg you will be quick 
in your motions, as I long for 
a ball, and am certain my aunt 


bo $: 8 8 88 8 


will e us on that * happy 


d 


| occaſion.” 
To tell you the truth, I began: 
t think there was really more in 
| 3 
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it than I at firſt imagined, and 
was not a little impatient to ſee 
this amazing man,. who I. could 


Ty not help thinking muſt have a 


no leſs amazing. taſte, but I was 
kind enough to keep this thought 
to myſelf;—ſhall-I own to you; 
Harriot, I' was: wicked enou gh to 
form the: defi gn of committing a 
ſecond robbery.— it was wicked 
that's moſt certain. but * coul 
not reſiſt the temptation Away 
we marched to our apartments, im 
order to arm ourſelves at all points, 
for the deſtruction of this poor 

man. Mercy upon thy poor abi 
gall thought: 1. when. I heard her 
|  - 
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bell, which ſhe rang molt furiouſly;, 
make- me thankful I am not in 
thy place this day. You, Harriot,, 
know my taſte in dreſs,—I need 
only repeat that I was in a very 
wicked humour, — tlie eagerly 
wiſhed for hour at length arrived, 
— the delightful; the animating 
rattling of carriages, and the thun< 
dering rapper began to: charm our 
liſtenin g ears, belles and beaux of 


all ages fluttered in by dozens,— 
Mrs. Granville, Miſs Granville, and. 
Lord Carey were of the number; 
Sir James Courtney too made one, 
for though he had; behaved in a 
very * manner to poor Miſs 
Kitty,, 


— — — 


1 —_— „ * 
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Kitty, they could not on that ac- 
count alone forbid him the houſe, 
indeed his loſs was now ſo. well 
ſupplied, that they ſcarce deigned 
to caſt away a thought about him 
he had leave to flirt with my la- 
dyſhip as much as he pleaſed, — 


FEE — 
n n 


1 
of 
'7 

| 
1 
1 


r N 


in a few moments the etiguette of 
the card tables: were adjuſted, — 
the myſtery of quadrille began. 
I defired to be excuſed, as I wiſhed 
to be wholly at leiſure to make 


my obſervations z Catherine, for 
obvious reaſons did the ſame.— 
Caroline and Lord Carey were nei- 
ther of them engaged the firſt pool, 
1 had given them a hint of what 


8 D nn 
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was paſſing in the gentle boſom 
of my couſin Kate, we were all 
therefore on the watch for this. 
formidable man, not a little diſ- 
concerted at his being fo late, 
which unlover- like circumſtance, 
gave a conſiderable ſhock to poor 
Catherine's vivacity, we were walk 
ing up and down the rooms, our 
eyes anxiouſly caſt towards the 
door, when at laſt, a ſervant an- 
; nounced ſomebody, the name I 
did not diſtinctly hear. but, 

how ſhall I deſcribe my aſtoniſh- 
ment, or the exceſſive flutter F 
was thrown into, when I beheld 
| the identical Sir Harry Grey, 
whoſe 
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whoſe name” has lately made ſo 
 evnſpicuous a figure in my epiſtles, 
he was advancing to pay his re- 
fpects to Miſs Smith, whoſe eyes | 
began to ſparkle the moment he 
entered the room; —— but had 

ſcarce taken one ſtep towards her | 
when ſpying Caroline, who had 
| hold of my arm, which by the 
way | ſhe pinched moſt unmerci- 
fully, when he approached, —he 
made a full ſtop, fixed his eyes 
on. my face for ſome moments, 
then, forgetting his intended bow 
to Miſs Smith, haſtily came up 
to Caroline, and taking her hand; 
exclimed— _ t 
Wo 1s 


g 
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* Js it poſſible—Arm I really ſo 
« fortunate Have I at length 
found my 


% Huſh, huſh,” cried ſhe, tap- 
ping him with her fan, © this is 
no place for ſuch extacies,—for 
« heavens ſake be a little more 
„ compoſed, unleſs you mean to 
draw upon us every eye in the 
% rom.“ 5 5 


11509 Pardon me, my dear Ma- 
« dam,” replied he, with a moſt. 
inſinuating look, but how is it 
«« poſſible. to conceal the tran- 
« porting emotions my heart is 

« filled 
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c filled with at this delightful 
ee moment, which I ſhall ever look 
* upon as the happieſt or moſt 
cc miſerable of my life,“ caſting 
at the ſame time a moſt expreſſive 
glance on your friend, who you 
know, though able to give a ſhrewd 
gueſs at the cauſe. of all this 
buſtle, was to appear wholly ig- 
norant of his meaning; 1 end a- 
voured therefore to aſſume an air 
of perfect indifference; but, entrer 
nous did not 1 believe ſucceed in 
the attempt quite ſo well as 1 
wiſhed ,—He now I preſume re- 
Collected the aukward manner in 
| | w which 


* 
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which he had behaved to Mis 
Smith, and was turning about in 
order to finiſh his bow, when to 
our utter aſtoniſhment and confu- 
ſion we ſaw her at that inſtant 
fall back in br chair in a ſwoon, 
— tis not in words either to 
paint my feelings on the occa- 
ſion, nor the ſcene which fol- 
lowed, —ſome ſcreaming for ſalts, 
—ſome for one thing—ſome ano- 
ther every one aſking the cauſe 
of this alarm, no one able to 
give a rational anſwer, my aunt 
wringing her hands in agonies,— 
in ſhort, Harriot, I wiſhed myſelf 
a thouſand miles removed from 

her 
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her, from Sir Harry, - and every 

| foul of them; for, conſcious that 
1 had been the unfortunate cauſe 
of all the miſchief, could 1 fail 
to bein a moſt diſagreeable ſitu- 
ation ? I neyer felt myſelf more 
ſo in my life,—At length Kitty 
begun to ſhow ſome ſigns of re- 
turning life, I was truly rejoiced, 
for at that moment I had totally 
forgot all our little animoſities, 
and pitied her moſt unfeignedly, I 
did not however think it proper 
to ſhow any particuldr attention, 
leaſt the ſhould fancy me capable 

7 of inſulting her in her ſituation. 
| I could 
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I could not expect her to put a 
favourable conſtruction on any 


thing I could do, however well 


intended, = 
veyed to her own apartment, and 


in a few minutes the company, 


who attributed her diſorder to the 
exceſſive crowd, and heat of the 
rooms, were again ſeated, and 
quadrille went on with as much 
ſpirit as if no ſuch perſon exiſted, 
fortunately for me, my aunt was 
of the ſame opinion, ſince if ſhe 


had gueſſed the truth, it muſt have 


been a moſt uncomfortable eve- 
ning, in ſpite of Sir Harry's en- 


gaging attention, after chatting 
mak EF a while 


. nn — — —— — 


. She was now con- 


* 
— 
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2 while on indifferent ſubjects, 
the adventure at lady Belford's 
was by ſome means or other men- 
tioned ; how 1 know not ;—but 
Caroline ſaid ſo many drole things 
upon it, and was ſa truly enter- 
| taining, that we ſoon entered into 


© the ſpirit of the hiſtory, and by 
making a thouſand humorous re- 


5 marks upon the figure Sir Harry 
made on the occaſion, we found 
ourſelves grow inſenſibly perfectly 
caſy and familiar, whether he was 
really ignorant of my couſin” $ ſen- 
timents, and of the hopes the had 
formed; or whother it Wat his de- 


licacy 1 know not,—but © "tis cer- 
| ' tain 


«7 
* 


— 


hd. 
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tain he did not ſeem to have the 


leaſt ſuſpicion of what, paſſed in 
her breaſt concerning him. — Be- 


fore the company broke up, he 


had found means to render him- 
ſelf ſo extremely agreeable, not 


only to me but to Miſs Granville, 


that it was agreed he ſhould at- 
tend us to the opera next Satur- 


day. Lord Carey and him ſeemed 
formed by nature to be inſepara- 
ble friends. 1 N SS 8 


Thus you ſee, my deareſt Har- 
riot, we have formed the moſt agree- 


able partie quaree | that poſlibly 


can be; all I fear is, that Ma- 
1 2 Fr dam 


I I — 27255 
— — — an * 
9 
1 
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dam fortune in one of her freaks 


will fall upon ſome wicked ſcheme 


or other to diſconcert it. My 
proſpects and preſent ſituation are 


ſo exceedingly happy, that as a 


mortal being, have I not ſome rea- 
fon to doubt its continuance, for 
few are they who are bleſſed with 
_ uninterrupted felicity, yet is mine 


ſo very perfect. forget the 


rage I muſt expect to meet with 


from Kitty —— Would you believe 
it Harriot, though ſenſible I have 


not done her the ſmalleſt _ inten- 
tional i injury, yet I abſolutely dread 
to ſee her, which I have not yet 
done, as the choſe to breakfaſt in 
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her own room this morning—her 


pretence a violent head ach. My 
aunt is now with her; and by 
this time I preſume fully informed 
of the true cauſe of her ſwWoon; 


that point cleared up, what have 
I to expect, but to be looked upon 
as the enemy of their houſe. 


Alas ! alas! what has my fatal, 


ill- ſtarred beauty to anſwer for—a 
pair. of knights decoyed. from their 
allegiance——Fie upon it, I am 
really a wicked creature, and as 
ſuch ſhall in all probability be 
treated, 1 e 
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Hah ! a card from Sir Harry, 1 
as J live, and another for Kitty, 

_ the ſervant tells me.——By your 
permiſſion I muſt lay down my 
pen, till I read the contents. 

80 be cannot poſſible exiſt till 
Saturday without the happineſs of 

_ ſeeing me.— What a delicate con- 
ſtitation he muſt have, Harriot, 
for this is Thurſday? Well, I give 
him permiſſion to call upon me 
this morning, juſt to enquire how 

| 1 do after the ſhock I received 

| laſt night by Miſs Conway's faint- 

| ing An excellent pretence I muſt 

own, —Oh ! theſe men, what im- 
7 patient, 
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patient; what fly inſinuating crea- 


tures they are. However, he muſt 


excuſe me, L am not in a ſitua- 


tion to grant his requeſt, he lit- 


tle dreams that he has no great 
chance of ever entering theſe doors 
again; they will never ſuffer that 


I am -poſitive ; 5 perliaps, he has 
made the ſame requeſt in his 
card to Kitty. —if ſhe admits him, 


ſo be it, —I will not ſo far deceive. 
you, as to ſay. his viſit would be 


any way diſagreeable. I hear them 
both going down ſtairs We dine 
alone to-day, fo ſhall have leiſure 
to talk the affair. over at full 
length. 


1 Adieu, 


» 
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Adieu; I muſt dreſs, I have 
ſcribbled ſo long that I have hardly 
left myſelf time for that import- 
ant buſineſs, Would to heaven 
our firſt meeting was over. 


Adieu 1 


c STANHOPE, 
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LETTER the Sixtcenth.. 


From Sir THOMAS BOYNTON: 
= o 


JOHN DICKSON, Eqquire- 


FE 


Dear Jack, : 


LY 


7 OU are deviliſhly miſtaken: 
A I am not that tame, ſpirit- 
leſs puppy you are pleaſed to call 
me in your laſt impertinent ſcrawl.. 
Was I obliged to let your thick 
" 6. 
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head into all my ſecrets ; not till 
1 thought proper would I be fo. 
civil you might be certain, —that 
time is now come. — Know man, 
that I bid defiance to fortune, — 

ſhe cannot” now prevent- my ey 
the happieſt fellow in England.— 

ſhe ſhall as ſurely be mine, as 


that this Sir Harry ſhall never 


from the day I put my plan of 
operations in motion, ſet eyes on 
her more. | She has no idea that 
I have any longer the ſmalleſt de- 
figns upon her, as I have for ſome 
time | behaved with a degree of 
coolneſs enough to convince. her 
I have given up wy hopes, —A 


bow, 


? 
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bow or a few words en paſſant 
at public places i is all that paſſes, 
ſhe is therefore, 1: ſay, fully per- 
ſuaded that I have given her up, 
chat a time will come when 
I. may .deign to oblige. her i in this, . 
Is as. certain as death; chat! is to 
ſay, when 1 have feaſted on her 
8 beauties. Hill ſated with the ban - 
quet,. and this, were ſhe. more 
an angel than ſhe is, muſt; very 
ſoon be the caſe Hat preſent ſhe : 
is ſovereign miſtreſs of all my/ 
delires, —in her. alone they cen- 
ter — She alone can gratify the 
paſſion that conſumes me ;. and: 
gratify it ſhe ſhall, Jack, before 
I. 6. many. 
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many days enſue. My pride too 


is concerned, —it cries inceſſantly 
for dear revenge. Did ſhe not re- 
ject me, reject my honourable pro- 
poſals? as they call them. Ves, 
Jack, though J never told you this 
part of my hiſtory, I was puppy 
enough to offer her my hand in 
holy wedlock, no fear of my 
repeating that old faſhioned folly... 
Vet, I will not ſwear— Her ſmiles, 
| Jack, are bewitching—but, it will 
be ſome time before I am favoured | 
with one of them, I ſuppoſe it 
will be all weeping and wailing 
for the "firſt day or two.— Beauty 
in tears—a fine fight By great 
| „„ ood 
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good luck I lupe to take 
lodgings directly facing my be- 
loved's miliner, by this means I 
frequently got a ſight of her when 
ſhe little thought I was ſo near. 
I found no difficulty in forming 
an intimacy with the miſtreſs. of 
the ſhop,. and ſoon found her to 
be perfectly qualified both in in- 
elination and abilities to aſſiſt me 
in my plan one condition how- 
ever ſhe inſiſted on as her fa- 
ſhionable taſte for high life has 
brought her into ſuch difficulties 
as ſhe cannot get out of. She 
| was, when I firſt contracted a 
friendſhip with her, juſt going to 
| ju ſhut - 
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ſhut up houſe, and decamp,— 


Now, what "the inflts' upon is, 


* 
14 


that 1 allow her to e 
2001 A 
my charmer to Beec wood, the 
retreat 1. have allotted her, in the 
character of duenna.—1 do not 


much reliſh” this; but have con- 


Sti 


q 
- 


ſented, leſt the ſhould, if refuſed,. 
wheel about, and blow me,—how-- 12 


ever, in caſe 1 ſhould. not find it- 
convenient to indulge madam in-, 


| put her upon a wrong ſcent, by 


telling her I. meant. to carry them. | 
both over to Paris, —ſhould ſhe on 


finding herſelf left in the lurch, 
which I think ſhe. has a fair 


chance, 


48 


* K i 


this requeſt, T have. taken care to 5 
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chalde, for ſhe will not be ale. 
though inclined, to inform the 


friends of "oy charmes where che it 
—How 1 enjoy the con- 
fuſion this Sit Harry and. all the 


is gone, 


— 
* 


tribe will be thrown- into When | 
we have taken our flight she 


muſt be charmed with Beechwood, 
tis the prettieſt box in England. 
When we are ſettled,” Jack, I may 


perhaps allow you to come and 


congratulate me on my felicity— 
I dare not fay us,—yet, I think I 
mall, after a few tears, &c. &c. 


obtain permiſſion to write to you 


PL 


in the plural; one thing i is in her 


fayour, force is out of the queſtion 


—lſhe 
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| —ſhe ſhall conſent to my happi- 
_ neſs, or I'll have nothing. to do 
with her; but, ſhould the refuſe, 
and perſevere in her refuſal, by 
all the gods and goddeſſes, the is 
a priſoner for life, I'll keep her | 
to look at. 


el. 


THOMAS BOYNTON... 


LET. 
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LETTER the Seventeenth. 


Mu H O . D EN 


T8. 


Mrs, W E 8 7. 


HAT is the reaſon you 

have not heard from me, 

child, why I could, were I in- 1 

clined, give you at leaſt a thou- 

ſand, but I have ſomething elſe 
Went 
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to do, take my apology in ſhort” 
hand, my affairs were arrived to- 
that degree of confuſion,, that I 
was juſt on the point to ſhut up. 
: ſhop and decamp At this hor- 
rid juncture, fortune threw a Sir: 
Thomas Boynton in my way, who 
is come up from the north full: 
ſpeed, in. purſuit of a perverſe mi- 
| ſtreſs, who proves to be one of 
my beſt cuſtomers, —he lodges op- 
poſite to my houſe, and from thence 
frequently ſaw her come to my 
i ſhop, he ſoon after introduced him i 
ſelf to me, and made ſuch. propo-— 
fals as I found it extremely con- 
uvenient to accept.. I find his firſt 


Ls 
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— did not tend to the ſober 
ſtate of matrimony, but ſoon found 
that deſign would never ſucceed, 
his paſſion too violent to live with- 
out her, : he offered to purchaſe 
| her ſmiles at the price of his li- 
berty made honaurable propoſals, 
—but to his utter aſtoniſhment, | 
for the damſel has but a flender 
fortune, though beauty enough to 
ſet the world on fire, found thoſe 


: propoſals rejected, -all his elo- 


quence was to no Purpble ner | 
was diſcarded, and Madam begged 

he would ceaſe all farther impor- 
tunities. Love and pride made 
him ohſtinate. but he no longer 


„ talks. 
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talks of matrimony you believe. 


that fooliſh fit i is over, —Inſtead of 


that antiquated ſcheme, he ſwears 
by Jupiter he will humble her. 


pride to the duſt, and alſo gratify. 


his raging paſſion on his, own con- 
dition.— e is really a fine ſpi- 
Tited fellow, the very kind of be- 
| ing 1 wiſhed to meet with,. — 
Fa three thouſand a. year. —generous as. 
0 prince, and in love to a degree 
of madneſs; add to this, a raging 
deſire to revenge the affront his 
pride. has met with, ſo what have 
Fs not to hope, now to crown all, 


the damſel has by her beauty, 


which to fay truth is of a be- : 
| vitch- 


p - 


— 
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witching kind, made another 
conqueſt, and ſuch a one as might 
: gratify the ambition of any, woman 
in England, another baronet, child 
—ſhe muſt you ſee have a title, 
a Sir Harry Grey —he, they ſay 
abſolutely adores her; but as he 
is one of the truly honourable 
tribe, I have nothing to expect 
from him, —he wants but one ad- 
vocate, and that is already ſecured 
to him in his miſtreſs's breaſt, — 
this formidable rival, and a favoured 
one too, is, you may believe a 
ſpur to Sir Thomas, nor have I 
any violent ſcruple of conſcience, 


0 for 
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for after all, Jenny, is not one 


knight juſt as good as another,. if 
he can make as good ſettlements, 
you and I are wiſe enough to 
know all the difference between 
them is a mere farce, and ſo will 
ſhe, III anſwer for it, before ſhe 
bas been long under my tuition. 
This Sir Harry, 1 ſay, is the fineſt 
ſpur imaginable, for my knight 
is like the dog in the manger, if 
he cannot enjoy her ſmiles him- 
ſelf, he ſcems fully reſolyed no 
other Hall All we have yet de- 


termined is; that he is to carry 
ber off, and that I am to accom- 
| pany 
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pany her - this is the condition 0 
on which J entered into his ſer- [ | 
vice. hs 1 ſpare no pains you may bee ih 
lieve, to ingratiate myſelf with Ul 
Miſs Stanlions, the name of our Ih 
heroine, 'tis now worth my 1 
while to fan and cringe a lit- 9 
: tle, — and I have the pleaſure to 1 
find her reſerve, or perhaps 1 | 1 
might call it pride, begins to 


Wear off a little, though ſhe = 
has abundance left yet, and that lit- 
tle i is, I fancy, more owing to the 
| happy ſtate of her affairs, than to 
any additional partiality for oo 


humble ſeryant. 


Fare 
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: Farewel; you ſhall hear from 
me again, when all is fixed. 
; * Yours, 
ANN HOLDEN. 
g LET- 
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LETTER dhe Eighteenth. 


NOE 


- 


* 


a 


mendons, the dreadful meet- 


ing is over: and 


how do yor 


Ver. J. 


* 


K 


Sir 


- 
* 
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Sir Harry's name was not ſo much 
as once mentioned, either by 
mother or daughter, nor was I, 
you, m ay believe, likely to ſtart 
the ſubject they endeavour- 
ed too to appear perfectly uncon- 
cerned, and as if nothing had hap- 
pened ; but this was impoſſible— 
a ſettled cloud fat on each of 
their faces, which plainly aſſured 
| me I had nothing to expect but 
wrath and indignation ; tho' they 
had not yet determined in what 
form it was to make its appear- 
ance. My aunt has by far the 


greateſt command over her fea- 
| A | tur es. 


- 1 — 4 
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tures.” I could almoſt have fan- 
cied ſhe knew nothing of what 
had | paſſed, had not ſome. looks, 
a- little unguarded, eſcaped her, in 
ſpite of her utmoſt. care but 
for Kate. — I vow, Harriet, I 
am half afraid of her: ſhe is a 
perfect fury, and when ſhe does 
break forth, which I am poſitive 


ſhe will the firſt opportunity, I 


dread her revenge, yet what can 
ſhe do!—or indeed, what have 
I done to deſerve It ?- 


10 heaven, Caroline Was eee 
then would I civilly bid them 
adieu; ; for I, have Promiſed to 

K 2 ; ſpend 
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| ſpend: the firſt fix weeks with her, 
ſhe indeed infiſts upen my mak. 
ing her houſe my home, till my 


wn, er rather Sir Harry's, is ready 
ro receive me. Fou ſee Harriot, 
ave. now talk ef this important 


evefit as already ſettled; and to 


Hy truth, I begin to think it will 


in a Ittle time grow rather ſeri- 


dus, did yau know hit, even as 
well 4s 1 do — max, had you only 
Ken. Him, I am perſuaded you 


| pony with me, he is not 


the Eind ef man to be rejected 


Ne Harriot chat is impoſſible, 
Ace he is in * opinion, both 


in 
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in mind and perſon the moſt—- 


but let me check my pen, or IL 


ſhall be running into all the com- 


mon place epithets fo laviſhly 


poured forth in all our modern 


novels.—I will only juſt obſerve 
-to. you, . that. he. has, by. ſome. 
means or other, found the way 


to render himſelf ſo truly agreeable, | 
that I too plainly. feel his preſence: 
is abſolutely. neceſſary, in order to 
complete whatever party. I engage- 
—if Sir Harry is abſent * 


in l- 
feel a void, which tis moſt cer- 


tain no other I have ever yet 
ſeen. is able to fill——In fine, 


K. . Har- 


—— — 
Er. pier — 
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Harriot, T:: may AS well . confeſs 
to you in plain terms, that he is 
to all intents and purpoſes maſter 
of my heart. I have not yet 
been guite ſo explicit with him, „ 
though perpetually urged to it 
in the moſt engaging and almoſt 
irrefiſtable manner - but tis time 
enough, I love too well to hear 
him plead his cauſe, to yield the 
point ſo ſoon, that done we ſhould 
have nothing left to ſay, and tis 
a horrid thing to run out of 
converſation. we ſpent a moſt 
delightful evening laſt Saturday at 
Mrs. Granville's; I told you we were 

7 | to 
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to go to the operd; we did ſo, 
and afterwards ſupped there, Who 
do you think ſat in the very next 
box ?—— Sir Thomas Boynton— 
I, did not altogether - admire his 
looks, nor did he ſeem to enjoy 
the eaſy familiarity of Sir Har- 
ry's manner, when addreſſing me, 
vet he has given over perſecu- 
ting me, he has taken his an- 
ſwer, though not much delighted 
with it, we ſtill however bow to 
each other, with great civility, one 1 
would not willingly make enemies 
heaven knows I have a pair, which is 
64 Mts quite 
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quite enough 1 think to ſatisfy 
any reaſonable woman. 


O I had almoſt forgot to tell 
you, I had a letter from Charles 
yeſterday, in which he tells me 
he has with much difficulty got 
himſelf introduced to Miſs Dan- 
by, and 1 1s, if poſſible, more charmed 5 
than ever; nor is the nymph, 1 
fancy by ſome hints, (though he is 
too delieate to ſpeak plainly) leſe 
pleaſed with him, but he finds 


| + the legacy lover more formidable 


than he at firſt imagined; the mo- 
thor is determined to ſee her 
0 huſ- 
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huſband's will fulfilled to a tittle 3 

80 the point in queſtion is, whe- 
ther our two lovers will be able, 
with all their wit, to accompliſh 

the wiſh of their hearts, in ſpite” 

of this dreadful obſtacle l fear 

not, —my opinion of the matter 

is, that it will end in a trip to 
Scotland; for, contrary to expec- 
tation, he ſeems now to be ſe- 

riouſly bent upon matrimony, - me 

has, he tells me, when of age, 
ten thouſand pound in her own 

power, marry who ſhe will; but 
/  2tis an age to that happy period. 
She 'Þ now, juſt nineteen —he 
Ks pro- 
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promiſed I ſhould: hear from him 
again in a few days. I wiſh: Har- 
riot he had met with a girl free 


n eee I (814 


: 
P 


Adu 3 z Iam now fo perpetually 


| engaged, that tis not an eaſy mat- 
ter for me to find time to write, 
ſo, as 1 have before told you, my 
letters muſt be looked pon as 
5 doubly valuable. FO 


\ 1 ? OI. 1 . 
1822 5 een in einn e e 
Once ore adi | 
more adieu. 
Yours, - 3 
: * ES 
n E ISAT 03 S145 HE $41 
4 Us. By | _ | 
. 9 6 * > 
C. SANHOPE. 
hw i w A 
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O not torment me with 
your impertinent enquiries, 
. don't. 1 write? —I am diſtracted, 

mortified, and ſee no poſſible way 
to 
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to be revenged.—I cannot, will not 
tell you what I have ſuffered ſince 
my laſt, the affair of that wretch 
Sir James, was a trifle to this,. O0 
Sir Harry but I ſcorn whining 
and ſighing—I leave that conſola- 
tion for your ſoft ſilly ſouls— 
this vile deteſtable flirt—1 cannot 
name her, nor can I with any 
degree of campoſuse bear the ſight 
of her, yet I muſt diſemble 
till I have fallen upon ſome 
effectual way to ruin her, for no- 

| thing leſs will ferve my turn. - 
yours will never do, her brother 


Would not believe CY report of 
that 


F 


* 
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that nature, where an angel the 
author of it. Beſides, ſhould he 
ever gueſs who it really was that 
ſpread it, I ſhonld never be able 
to ſhow my face again,-No, no, 
child, it muſt be a more impor- 
tant blow than that farewell, my 
whele thoughts night and day are 
engroſſed by this alone | 


E. SMITH; 


LET. 


— 


ETER e Toentelth. 
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T e Caroline has 
es her day, 'twas with 
mo ſmall difficulty we brought her 
to be ſo obliging, «why, my dear 
111 good folks”, cried ſhe, whenever 
urged 
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urged on this head. Why wilt 


you perſuade me to- ſpoil a moſt 
agreeable lover, by convertin g him 
into a h uſband 4 who can af ure me 
he will make as amiable a figure 


in that character, as he does im 


bim, replyed I, without the ſmal- 


leſt heſitation —* 80 my dear 
Caroline, as you know Mrs. 


Granville has [ promiſed | me a 
ball on the gecafion, name your 
day with a good grace; or ſhall 
1 name it for you, continued I. 


0 Shall it be ſtop, ſtop” 'cryed 


1 ſhe, 1 will | politively have 'an 


other 
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| ather month of liberty at leaſt— 
and then no Caroline, that 
is too much indulgence, this day 
ſennight you ſhall at all events 

reſign your fair hand to my lord. 
or I give you my honor, I will 
bid you adieu this moment, nor 

on any terms officiate on the o- 
_caſion, as I promiſed.” in ſhort 

I prevailed and now our time 
is. fully employed in making pre- 
parations for this important event, 

I have this moment left her, ſur- 
rounded with milliners, mantua- 
makers, &c, &c. &c. Having firſt 
informed my lord (whom I met 
15 e in 


in the hall as 1 came out) of 
the point I had gained for him, 
I thought he would have devoured 
my hand. He certainly took it 


for Caroline's, he kiſſed it ſo un- 


mercifully. 


1 expect to ſpend a moſt agree< 


able day, though we ſhall have: 
an immenſe crowd and buſtle:;: 
fer I have told you I believe, 


that Mrs. Granville i is fond of pomp 


and parade, yet is an exceedingly 
good and n, woman. 


Did 1 tell you Sir Hay bad 


ſeye- 


o 
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. ſeveral” times calldd at our door, 
but from the fatal! night: which 
produced the double diſcovery, has 


never been able to gain admittance. 


found out by accident, that orders 


had been given to the ſervants— 


EF alſo find he is no longer, or 


perhaps never was 4 ſtranger to 


* 


3 . 


the cauſe of all this miſchief, he 


certainly, conſideripg the treatment 


he has met with from both mo- 


ther and daughter, behaves with 


Dey 


| amazing delicacy. Not even to 
me, has he ever mentioned e 5 
weakneſs. „ bit 
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Every man would not have acted 
but he, you know”. 


ſo generoufly, — 


Harriot, is not formed! in the 


common ſtile of beings quite 
on a different plan, finding 
all acceſs | denied him to our 
manſion; he makes it a point to 


| meet me every where ele 
and every morning when the ſer- 
a vant comes to inform me break- 
faſt waits, I am fure to be preſented 
with a billet deux. — I aſk no 


queſtions, but take it, and find 
it adds a moſt agreeable flavour 


No letter yet from 


to my tea. - 


Charles—I have a thouſand hopes 
| and 
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and fears, on his acc int; as well 
as my own; yet, chank heaven, 
hope is predominant: for both, — 
adieu, Haien 


1 am afraid 1 hall hardly 
hays: time. to write to you 
again before the wedding is over. 
ray is Thurſday, and next Tueſ- 
day I hall” exchange my friend 
= Granville, for lady Carey. 
I am purſuaded ſhe: will only. 
change her name, for her agrees 
able temper. ber engaging man- 


ners, and Friendhip for me, are, 
I flatter OE: unalterable, — 


* 


Once more * 


* ours. 


0. ST ANHOPE. 
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